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Little did she know when she 
moved to East Texas to raise emus 
she would be leading a multi-mil-
lion dollar quilting business with 
thousands of followers some 20 
plus years later. 

That is exactly what Deb Lut-
trell has done, and her business, 
Stitchin’ Heaven, has grown from 
a small storefront in Quitman to a 
large retail business located in the 
Quitman Business Park. Deb and 
her son Clay Luttrell, who is her 
partner in the business, are now 
the proud owners of one of North 
America’s top quilting establish-
ments, which has become a desti-
nation location for thousands.  

“In 1996, I moved to Quitman 

with the intent to raise emus. In-
stead, I opened a little sewing 
center in Quitman and named it 
Stitchin’ Heaven,” Deb said. “I had 
a vision, a premier quilt shop ap-
pealing to those who love to quilt 
and sew while offering the very 
best fabrics and supplies.”

She set up business in Quitman’s 
Lakeside Shopping Center next to 
Jan and Jay Gorman’s original All 
of Us location. There were many 
in the area who did not think the 
business would survive.

“Not only did we not go out of 
business, we were voted one of 
the Top Ten Quilt Shops in North 
America by American Patchwork 
& Quilting just three years later. 
It was in a magazine put out once 
a year,” Deb said. “Being chosen 
like that really put us on the map 

as a destination. After that, people 
started coming into Quitman with 
that magazine in hand. After our 
time in Quitman, we grew from 
1,000 square feet to 7,200 square 
feet when we moved 10 miles 
down the road to Mineola in 2012.”

Clay joined the company in Oc-
tober 2016. He talked about the 
long term efforts for where they 
are now in the Quitman Business 
Park.

“You think it’s going to be good, 
but actually getting here and get-
ting to utilize the space. We were 
so cramped in Mineola, we were 
basically on top of each other,” 
Clay noted. “Just the sheer fact of 
having adequate space for not only 
the inventory, which was a big 

With new facility, quilt shop grows into national destination – and has bigger plans

Six Wood County races 
to be contested in March

Wood County voters in 
the March 3 Republican pri-
mary will have contested 
races for six county posi-
tions.

The filing deadline passed 
at 6 p.m. Monday, and the 
most hotly contested race is 
for sheriff, with four candi-
dates seeking the position.

There are also three can-
didates for county commis-
sioner in Precinct One.

Constable positions in 
Precincts One and Three 
are also contested, as are 
the district judge and unex-
pired term for district attor-
ney.

Though no Democrats 
filed locally, Wood County 
representatives at the state 
and federal level will face 
Democratic opponents in 
the general election in No-
vember.

Sheriff Tom Castloo is 
seeking a second term and 
has been challenged by 
Quitman Police Chief Kelly 
Cole, James Schaffner and 
Callie Lawrence.

Precinct One Commis-
sioner Virgil Holland Jr. 
has drawn two challeng-
ers, Keith Gilbreath and JR 
Douglas.

Precinct One Constable 
Steve Bowser has drawn 
Billy Hill as his opponent.

Precinct Three Constable 
Gary Dixon will face John 
McQueen.

First-term District Judge 
Jeff Fletcher will face Brad 
McCampbell, the man he 
defeated for the seat in 2016.

Angela Albers is seeking 
to complete the two-year 
unexpired term for district 
attorney, after she was ap-
pointed to the vacant posi-
tion in February.

Jodi Cox of Winnsboro 
has also filed.

The position was vacated 
by Jim Wheeler in the fall of  
2018. He earned reelection 
but did not fill the post.

The unexpired term will 
be from Jan. 1, 2021 to Dec. 
31, 2022.

Three Republican office 
holders drew no opposition 
in the primary: Tax Asses-
sor-Collector Carol Taylor, 
Precinct Three Commis-
sioner Mike Simmons and 
Precinct Two Constable Kel-
ly Smith.

For Precinct Four Consta-
ble, incumbent Scott Price 
did not file, and Chase 
Glover is the lone candidate 
for the seat.

Cole Hefner of Mount 
Pleasant, who represents 
Wood County in the Texas 
House of Representatives, is 
seeking a second term and 
has no opposition in the Re-
publican primary.

He did draw a Democrat-
ic opponent in November, 
Lawyanda Prince, also from 
Mount Pleasant.

State Senator Bryan 
Hughes of Mineola drew no 
opposition from his party 
for a second term but will 
face Audrey Spanko, also 
from Mineola, who filed for 
the seat as a Democrat.

U.S. Congressman Lance 
Gooden of Terrell has no 
challengers in the GOP Pri-
mary but drew one Demo-
cratic opponent in the gen-
eral election, Carolyn Salter 
of Palestine.

For the State Board of Edu-
cation, Kevin Ellis of Lufkin 
did not draw a Republican 
opponent but faces Demo-
crat Brenda Davis of Honey 
Grove in November.

The primary ballot will 
also feature the candidates 
for president and for the 
United States Senate seat 
held by John Cornyn.

There are also a number 
of judgeships at the region-
al and state levels and one 
seat on the Texas Railroad 
Commission.

Early voting for the pri-
maries will be held Feb. 18-
28. The last day to register 
to be eligible to vote in the 
pimary is Feb. 3.

If any races do not get a 
clear winner (a candidate 
with more than 50 percent 
of the vote), the runoff 
would be held on Tuesday, 
May 26 between the top two 
vote getters.

Quitman ISD administrative staff members (left to right) Kari Wilson, Rhonda Turner and Cayla Mars celebrate their 
first place blue ribbon for being voted the top float at Quitman’s Christmas Parade Saturday afternoon. See Page Two 
for more photos. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Linus and the Peanuts gang Christmas tree were featured on the New Hope 
Baptist Church float in the Mineola Christmas parade Saturday night. (Moni-
tor photo by Sam Major)

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

Retirement benefits for 
City of Alba employees got 
a big boost with recent ac-
tion by the city council Dec. 
2.

After reviewing the city’s 
retirement plan, the council 
agreed to increase the city’s 
match to two-to-one and 
added a one time benefit of 
100 percent updated service 
credits.

The result will be that 
three longtime city employ-
ees will see their benefits 
boosted when they do leave 
the city. Future employees 
will also benefit from the 
increases.

As a result the city will 
see its cost for contributing 
to the state retirement plan 
rise to 12.81 percent of pay-
roll, compared to the cur-
rent 2.17 percent.

That amounts to an addi-
tional cost of $146,000 over 
the next 10 years.

The city had been match-
ing at one-to-one since join-
ing the retirement system in 
2003.

One area the council has 
been working on to see if 
the improvements could 
be made was whether the 
first year expense could be 
worked into the 2020 bud-
get, which began Oct. 1.

City council member 
Tammy Kirkpatrick said the 

extra expense could be ab-
sorbed and still have a bud-
get with a small surplus.

Once the additional ex-
pense is paid off in 10 years, 
the city’s share will drop 
back to around 4.8 percent, 
according to Anthony Mills 
with the Texas Municipal 
Retirement System.

The changes take effect 
Jan. 1.

The council also accepted 
an agreement from Nex-
tlink Internet to rent space 
on the city water tower for 
$150 month.

They also reviewed pos-
sible ordinances for envi-
ronmental and health codes 
and vacant buildings for fu-
ture consideration.

Deb and Clay Luttrell are excited about the future for Stitchin’ Heaven in Quitman. They plan 
a Grand Opening in February. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Alba council improves retirement benefits

MISD board 
plans to name 
superintendent

The final round of in-
terviews is underway this 
week for the position of 
Mineola school district su-
perintendent.

The school board sched-
uled three interviews this 
week – Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings.

According to the meet-
ing notice published on the 
district website for Thurs-
day, the lone finalist for the 
position is expected to be 
named following the final 
interview.

Last week the board held 
six interviews from the 45 
applicants and narrowed it 
to three for a second round 
of interviews.

Once the lone finalist is 
named, there is a 21-day 
waiting period before a con-
tract can be finalized.

Superintendent Kim Tun-
nell resigned in August, and 
Randy Hancock has been 
serving as the interim.

As with all meetings un-
der new state law, there is 
a public forum included in 
Thursday’s meeting, which 
is scheduled for 6:30 p.m.
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which was a big part of it, 
but to get to build something 
from the ground up, design 
it with all this in mind and 
knowing all our current de-
partments has been incredi-
ble.”

Deb added Clay’s involve-
ment has been since he was 
very young.

“Clay has actually been 

involved since he was 12 
years old. He has always 
been involved. Three years 
ago we needed to make a 
plan for the business going 
forward,” Deb explained. 
“We were talking one day 
and I told Clay there were 
three things you could do 
in a business as you get old-
er. You can close a business, 
you can sell a business or 
you can find somebody to 
run the business to keep it 
going. He told me I was not 
going to close the business 

and I was not going to sell it, 
so he stepped up.”

Clay started working at an 
entry position.

“We needed somebody to 
answer the telephone. We 
had that position open and 
he wanted to come into the 
business. We agreed the 
best way for him to learn 
the business was to answer 
the phones,” Deb comment-
ed. “A few months later he 
bought us a telephone sys-
tem that was automated so 
we didn’t have to have any-

one answer the phone. Clay 
has been very instrumental 
in all of this. He brought the 
wisdom and confidence for 
us to be able to see a vision 
of something like we have 
here. I doubt seriously this 
would have happened had 
he not been involved.”

Prior to coming onboard 
at Stitchin’ Heaven he ran 
a travel company and Lone 
Star Laser Company. “We 
eventually transitioned the 
travel company to Stitchin’ 
Heaven and then I was just 

running Lone Star,” Clay 
said.

Deb claims quilters are a 
unique brand of folks. “Our 
quilters are real cool peo-
ple because this hobby they 
have includes visiting quilt 
shops. Quilters, when they 
travel, want to visit quilt 
shops,” Deb remarked.

Clay gave another com-
parison. “It’s like the Harley 
(motorcycle) owner. They 
want to get the t-shirt and 
the accessories that go along 
with the projects,” Clay said.

“I originally just wanted 
to open a little quilt shop,” 
Deb said. “I came from a 
corporate job. I worked for 
GTE Directories in man-
agement. I left my corpo-
rate job. I always thought 
it would be cool to have a 
little quilt shop. There came 
a day when I realized I had 
never spent a summer with 
my son. The powers that be 
would not let me take off 
even without pay so I quit. 

QUILTS From page 1

See QUILTS, Page 9A

It’s Christmas time in Wood County

The Kiwanis Club of Mineola earned the Snowflake Judges Choice Award for $100. Riders include Sam Curry and Jerry 
Gaskill. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Mineola High School Band color guard takes time for a group photo before Saturday’s Christmas parade in downtown. 
(Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Above, the Mineola High School band marches in the Christmas parade. Below left, the Quitman-Lake Fork Kiwanis not only sponsored Quitman’s annual 
Christmas parade but had a float entry, too. Bottom right, a classic car. (Monitor photos by Sam Major and Larry Tucker)

Rudolph got an assist from a homemade aircraft from the Royal Flying Circus museum at Wisener Airport in Mineola. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

The Quitman Fire Dept. had some of its finest vehicles on display at the annu-
al Christmas parade Saturday. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Even the equine entries got into the Christmas spirit in the Mineola parade, 
and prior to the event some good music could be heard. (Monitor photos by 
Sam Major)
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Letters to the Editor

Corner Column

PHIL MAJOR

We were reminded with this year’s Christmas 
parades and homes tours that it has been a year 
since we made the trip to Wood County to take 
in a day of activities surrounding the holiday 
season.

We had been alerted to a very reasonable and 
likely possibility that we could purchase this 
business and come to Wood County as our 
home, a place with which we were already famil-
iar.

That Saturday we did not, and could not, let on 
why out-of-towners were partaking in various activities. 
Those events confirmed what we already suspected, that 
this would be a good place to call home, and indeed com-
plete what has been an adventurous and tumultuous and 
ultimately rewarding career in the community newspaper 
business.

As with all our other stops, there have been highs and 
lows, ups and downs.

We have had the good fortune to report on some great 
stories and have also had to publish other stories that did 

not reflect on our newfound communities at their 
best.

But that has always been the case anywhere 
we’ve been.

To quote Charlton Heston, “It’s people.” They 
can be wonderful, and then not so much.

The ultimate job of a community newspaper is 
to hold up a mirror and be a reflection – the good, 
the bad and the ugly.

Each morning when we open the doors we 
hope that most of our work reflects the good.

There is still a lot of good in this world and this county, 
but it seems there’s also a lot more of the other stuff.

Maybe it’s just because there are so many more of us. 
I am reminded of that each time I drive through horren-
dous traffic in various places in the Metromess to our 
west. Roads that I drove in my earliest days with a drivers 
license just were not that bad.

Even nearby Tyler seems to be beset with traffic issues 
that didn’t exist not so many years ago.

Of course, when we flip through the pages of back 

issues of the paper, we see that there have always been 
controversies, always been folks with disagreements play-
ing out in public.

That’s human nature. For better or worse, we all have 
our bright, shining moments and our low spots.

We are encouraged that so many groups and individu-
als work so hard to make this a better place, and that will 
no doubt continue.

And we want to do all we can to spotlight those efforts, 
as well as to contribute where and when we can.

But we also will not shy away from shining a bright 
light on the inner workings of local government. The folks 
to whom the residents of the county send our tax dollars 
are accountable to us, and we take our role in observing 
and reporting on that seriously.

The best thing about the past year, and about any new 
place you go, is meeting so many wonderful people who 
spend their days looking for ways to make life and living 
better.

Here’s to another good year.
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WOOD COUNTY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

To add or change a listing to 
the calendar, email
editor@wood.cm

or news@wood.cm
or call 903-569-2442

or 903-763-4522

2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTIC JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 p.m., Quit-
man Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba Commu-
nity Center. 765-2956
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every other 
month, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 p.m., 
high school library, 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tuesday, el-
ementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 p.m., 
Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group Monday 
noon.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., 404 S. Main Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. & Sat. 
7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth Tuesday, 
7 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola. 903-569-6481. 
All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION BINGO every Thursday, 7 p.m., doors 
open 5:30, 2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, snack bar, 903-569-5965
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first Tuesday, 
5:30 p.m., 201 West Broadway, in Winnsboro, 214-502-4496.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store - Dog 
Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola, Thursday-Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (903) 569-1250
BOY SCOUT TROOP #36 QUITMAN – meets second and 
fourth Sunday, 4:30 p.m., Scout House behind First United 
Methodist Church. Joe Degorostiza, 903-763-4127
Boy Scouts Troop 385 Mineola - Tuesdays 7 p.m., Mineola 
Methodist Education Bldg. third floor.  New boys/alums wel-
come! Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble Baptist, 
first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those with 
various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Church on the Rock annex building at 302 S. Stephens. 903-
497-6149
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, Elizabeth 
English enton chapter - first Saturday except June, July, August 
and December, 11 a.m. Harvest Acres Baptist Church, 1062 W 
Loop 564, Mineola. 903-857-2461.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John 
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August & 
December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-520-8697
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., dinner 
6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 903-850-
4822
EAST TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS- first Friday at 10 
a.m. at Quitman Public Library
UT Health Quitman - needs volunteers. Great opportunity to 
meet people while helping your community. Contact Judy John-
son, 903-383-3433
FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednesday, 
September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 10 a.m. Visitors wel-
come. Angela Thompson, president, 903-316-0875
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the lodge 
hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 p.m., meeting 
7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each Thursday, 7 p.m. at 

the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday and 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, educational pro-
grams, entertainment, fellowship, Bingo and card games. 903-
763-8201
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday at noon, Quit-
man.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - first 
Thursday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED Test Support - each Thursday 4 - 6 p.m. concurrent with 
QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quit-
man 903-975-5745
GIRLS SCOUTS MINEOLA TROOP 3 - 2nd & 4th Monday, 
5:30-7 p.m., Broad Street Church of Christ Annex, Mineola. All 
Wood County girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome. Crystal 
Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and fourth 
Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -first and third Tuesday at 
the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.
KIWANIS CLUB - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center Dog-
wood Room.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S THE 
APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the 
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 6:30 
p.m. 903-850-3858.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Monday, 6 p.m., Red 
Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. Month-
ly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals Thursdays 
at Mineola Middle School Band Room. 7 p.m. 903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the Lake 
Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - first Saturday, February, 
May, August and November, Harold Simmons Community Cen-
ter, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all members and guests wel-
come. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFE, a time for stimulating memory, meets weekly 
on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Baptist Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Various activities 
are offered each week, including games, moderate exercise, 
art, and music. People in the area are invited. There is no 
charge. For more information call 903 769-2091
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - second Tuesday, 6 p.m., in 
middle school band hall. All parents invited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB – for information on meetings call 903-
638-1596.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd Tues-
day, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion Building, 
2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.

MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Mineola Country 
Club.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy 
cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 
Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
Quilts of Valor group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last Wednes-
day of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., Mineola, to 
make quilts for service members and veterans.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.

QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 
Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 
for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room. 
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
Wood County Aggie Moms - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at Speakeasy 
in Quitman (except in January, June, July and August), 903-
539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.
WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Friday, Commissioners Court, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
Wood County Pct. 2 Constable Explorers – first Thursday, 6:30 
p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSO-
CIATION - third Monday, September-December, and Febru-
ary-April, 2 p.m. and in May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity 
Center, 402 S. Main St., Quitman. All retired school personnel 
are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

To the editor:
I’m the sister of Britta-

ny McGlone. Brittany was 
murdered in 2007 in Winns-
boro.

One of the concerning 
elements is the treatment 
we have received from the 
Wood County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. It seems forgotten that 
Brittany and her family are 
victims. No one has been 
held accountable for kill-
ing Brittany, none held ac-
countable for their mistakes 
and their actions.

The responses I have re-
ceived do nothing to en-
courage my faith in the 
department. I know the 
sheriff’s office and major-
ity of the employees can’t 
speak to what the depart-
ment did or didn’t do at the 
time of her murder, but the 
current administration rep-
resents the county now, and 
what they do and don’t do 
does matter to her family.

While I would never wish 
our tragic loss on anyone, 
I don’t think they would 
be satisfied with being dis-
missed the way we have. 
Sensitivity is highly lack-
ing where Brittany is con-

cerned.
An example being an ex-

change on Facebook be-
tween Sheriff Castloo and 
Brittany’s mother after she 
posted on his page, plead-
ing for information.

“I don’t know what your 
pleas for information were 
as no new information 
has surfaced since we last 
spoke. Perhaps you could 
use your personal Facebook 
page as well as others to 
spread the word.”

And a very specific detail 
that could’ve and should’ve 
been provided years ago (as 
we suspected), now done so 
on a public forum.

“The crime scene was con-
taminated by officers. An-
tagonistic posts won’t expe-
dite the process.”

In response to a post from 
Jim Brown, my father stat-
ed it would be nice if they 
would solve his daughter’s 
murder. Jim Brown’s re-
sponse was, “This is not the 
time nor place but you need 
to get your facts straight 
before you go running 
your head…you need to sit 
down, be patient a while 
longer, and let me do my 

job….”
Our understandable ques-

tions, concerns and doubts. 
I do not want my sister to 
become another statistic, 
and unfortunately it feels 
her voice has been forgotten 
as has ours.

Hope McGlone
Lubbock

To the editor:
When in the Brookshire’s 

grocery store in Quitman 
I had bought several bags 
and cans of animal food, 
almost $80. You see, I res-
cue animals, unfunded of 
course, but that’s OK – I feel 
I’m doing what God needs 
me to do.

When I started to pay out, 
I realized I had the wrong 
card. I asked the cashier to 
hold my basket and I would 
be right back.

She said everything was 
taken care of. You see, there 
was an angel in line right 
behind me.

Thank you wonderful 
lady.

Carol Anne Pauli
Quitman

Explorers program open to Wood County youth
For children 14-20 inter-

ested in law enforcement, 
Wood County Explorers 
Program would be a great 
learning opportunity for 
them. 

The program meets the 
first Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m. at Armed Texans, 
369 County Road 2784 in 
Mineola. Youth should at-
tend with a parent or guard-
ian.

The career-oriented pro-
gram gives teens and young 
adults the opportunity to 
gain exposure to various 
criminal justice careers by 

working with local law en-
forcement agencies.

Members get classroom 
training and hands-on ex-
perience in field exercises, 
weaponry, community po-
licing, and participate in a 
ride-along in police vehi-
cles.

The program teaches 
leadership skills and prob-
lem solving and enhances 
character development and 
self-confidence while focus-
ing on community involve-
ment.

Wood County Explorers 
assist with putting out flags 

for the Mineola Kiwanis 
Club on holidays. On Me-
morial Day weekend at 
Lake Holbrook, they pro-
vide food and cook for sher-
iff’s deputies, troopers, fire 
marshal’s office, and other 
local law enforcement. They 
also have a dive and beach 
clean-up that weekend.

For more information 
on how to get a child in-
volved with Wood County 
Explorers Program, contact 
Constable Kelly Smith at 
ksmith@mywoodcounty.
com.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Two requests from Wood 
County District Clerk Don-
na Huston were approved 
last week by Wood County 
commissioners.

They were a lease agree-
ment with Xerox and an 
agreement with Precision 
Micrographics and Imaging.

“We went over with Preci-
sion Micrographics the dif-
ference between my office 
with me having to pay over-
time or comp time to touch 
every single piece of paper. 
With the retention schedule 
with the Texas State Library, 
you have to follow this re-
tention schedule and it has 
not been followed,” Hus-
ton noted. “I have tons and 

tons of paper. I would have 
to touch every single piece 
of paper to decide if it had 
to be scanned or destroyed. 
It would be cost effective to 
scan it all and then go back 
through and delete the ones 
that need to be deleted as 
opposed to digging through 
every single box.”

County commissioners OK 
clerk’s plans for paperwork



The holiday season is 
upon us and there are all 
kinds of things to do at the 
end of the year. There are 
train rides, visits to Santa, 
breakfasts, caroling and 
open houses to name a few.

We invite you to the Mine-
ola Memorial Library annu-
al board meeting and open 
house on Thursday, Dec. 12 
at 4 p.m. We will deliver a 
“state of the library” ad-
dress followed by refresh-
ments, entertainment and a 
visit from that right jolly old 
elf, Santa Claus, beginning 
at 5 p.m. until 7. We hope to 

see you there.
Because of 

the generos-
ity of Bread 
of Life, the 
Friends of 
the Mineola 

Memorial Library and our 
patrons, we were able to 
give over 200 books to Car-
ing and Sharing for use as 
Christmas gifts. Thank you 
all so very, very much for 
participating.

The last book club of the 
year will be on Thursday, 
Dec. 19 at 6 p.m. discussing 
The Best Christmas Pageant 

Ever by Barbara Robinson. 
If you’ve never read it, you 
are in for a treat. If you have 
read it, you will still delight 
in the antics of the Herdman 
children. Join us for the dis-
cussion, get the title of the 
next book to read, and you 
will still have time to make 
it over to the Select Theater 
for their special showing of 
Scrooge starring Albert Fin-
ney.

Regularly scheduled pro-
grams will continue until 
Dec. 19, then we will take a 
break until school resumes 
on Jan. 8 so that all may en-
joy the holiday season.

Remember, the Library 
will be closed Dec. 24 and 
25 so staff may spend time 
with family and friends. 
The library will also be 
closed Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 to 
ring in the New Year.

Remember the Mineo-
la Memorial Library is a 
501(c)3, non-profit and your 
donations are not only ap-
preciated, they are tax-de-
ductible.

Mineola Memorial Library Notes
BY LIBRARIAN MARY HURLEY
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BY ANGIE MONK, WOOD COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT

Home Sweet Home

Holidays are cookie time
If there’s one time of year 

when cookies rule, it’s 
the holiday season. When 
you want to share cook-
ies with  friends or family, 
you’ll need to take extra care 
to make sure the cookies 
don’t crumble. The follow-
ing are some tips for mailing 
and packing cookies.

Which cookies mail the 
best?

– Bar, drop or dried fruit 
cookies can withstand mail-
ing the best. Also, cookies 
with hard textures, like bis-
cotti and shortbreads ship 
well and chocolate chip 
cookies, gingersnaps and 

oatmeal cookies usually do 
good, too.

– Don’t ship cookies that 
require refrigeration, like 
cheesecake bars or delicate 
cookies.

Packing Cookies 
– Use a durable, rigid 

box or empty tin as a mail-
ing container. Place bubble 
wrap in the bottom of the 
container, then line the con-
tainer with aluminum foil 
or plastic food wrap that is 
large enough to wrap over 
the cookies when the con-
tainer is full.

– Wrap four to six cookies 
of the same size together in 
aluminum foil, plastic wrap 

or plastic bags. Double-wrap 
cookies if shipping more 
than one kind or flavor, so 
flavors do not blend.

– Don’t pack crisp and soft 
cookies together.

– Place the heaviest cook-
ies on the bottom of the 
container, and layer the 
wrapped cookies with crum-
pled paper toweling around 
them. Put bubble wrap over 
the cookies. Then bring the 
lengths of aluminum foil or 
plastic food wrap up and 
over the contents.

– Mark the package “Per-
ishable Food” and/or “Frag-
ile.”

903-569-2311

Servicing Any and All 
At-Home Medical Needs!

Providing Anywhere From... 

          Shower Chairs,

to Oxygen!

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for one of them? 

JusticeJustice

Big JohnBig John

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Friday, Dec. 13 - Honey Mustard Chicken Breast
(new menu item), Pacific Vegetables, Hot
Pineapple Tidbits, Texas Bread, Milk
Monday, Dec. 16 - Beef & Vegetable Stew (new),
Country Potatoes (new item), Peach Cobbler,
Wheat Bread, Milk
Tuesday, Dec. 17 - Turkey Divan (new item),
Parslied Rice, Green Beans, Wheat Bread,
Chocolate Chip Cookie, Milk
Wednesday, Dec. 18 - Smoked Sausage, German
Potato Salad, Brussels Sprouts, Hot Dog Bun,
Fluffy Fruit Salad, Milk, Mustard
Thursday, Dec. 19 - Fiesta Chicken, Spanish Rice,
Fiesta Vegetables, Texas Bread, Lime Gelatin, Milk

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

MINEOLA CHOIR +
SANTA

YOUR HOMETOWN BANK
A BRANCH OF FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF GILMER • FNBGILMER.COM

100 NW Loop 564 • Mineola,TX 75773
903-569-1082

December 13th • 9 until 12 noon

         

 WORK WITH INTEGRITY AND PROFESSIONALISM 
 UPHOLD TEXAS LAW AND THE CONSTITUTION 
 MAINTAIN TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
 WORK WITH LAW ENFORCMENT TO FIGHT CRIME 
 HAVE TOUGH PUNISHMENT FOR SERIOUS OFFENDERS 

               Pol. Adv. Paid for by Jodi Cox for DA Sarah Doke Trasurer,326 CR 4286 Winnsboro, TX 75494 

Ring in the holidays with 
a concert of Christmas fa-
vorites performed by Min-
eola’s Lake Country Sym-
phonic Band.

Under the baton of Music 
Director Mike Holbrook, 
the 65-member communi-
ty band will present two 
concerts at the Historic Se-
lect Theater in Mineola: 
Sunday, Dec. 15 at 2 p.m. 

and Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $7 for 
adults and $5 for children 
11 and under.

Reservations are essen-
tial as these concerts fill up 
quickly.

Among the pieces be-
ing played are Carol of the 
Drum, Three Ships, Celtic 
Holy Night, A Christmas 
Festival, Three Kings and 

the Trans Siberian Orches-
tra’s Wizards in Winter. Ad-
ditionally, Santa will make 
an appearance sometime 
during the concert.

The number to call for res-
ervations is 903-569-2300. 
The Historic Select Theater 
is located at 114 N. Johnson 
Street in Mineola, just one 
block north of Hwy. 80.

The Lake Country Repub-
lican Club awarded four 
local high school students 
scholarships at their meet-
ing Monday, Dec. 2.

The students were chosen 
from a group who submit-
ted entries for LCRC’s annu-
al Constitution Essay con-

test. Entrants chose to write 
about their choice of three 
prompts – the 2nd Amend-
ment, the 4th Amendment, 
and the Electoral College.  

Winners were as follows:  
1st place, $500, Caleb Mill-

er, Winnsboro High School
2nd place, $300, Bailey 

Crofford, Winnsboro High 
School

tied for 3rd place, $200 
each Rachel Pinnel, Winns-
boro High school, and Cort-
ney Pope, Hawkins High 
school.

Pictured from left, scholarship winners Rachel Pinnel, Caleb Miller, Cortney Pope and Bailey Crofford. (Courtesy photo)

Watkins Insurance
GROUPG

P.O. Box 1188 • Mineola, TX 75773
(Across From Wal-Mart)

Ph. (903) 569-5115
Fax (903) 569-5110
Texas (800) 460-5510

nwatkins@watkinsinsurancegroup.com
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Nic Watkins
Licensed Agent

The Lake Country Symphonic Band in concert. (Courtesy photo by Josh Pogue)

Symphony ringing in the holiday season

County Republican club awards four scholarships

The Erwins will be return-
ing to Lake Country Bible 
Church in Mineola on Dec. 
13 at 7:30 p.m. to present 
their new CD album titled 
“What Christmas Really 
Means.” Come and enjoy hot 
cider and coffee in the lobby 
before the musical service 
begins. A love offering for 
the Erwins will be received.

Erwins perform



Mineola Fire Report

Wood County Sheriff’s Report
NOV. 26

2:15 a.m. Deputies conduct-
ed a traffic stop on FM 779 near 
Quitman. Charles King, 40, of 
Crossroads was arrested for 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance. 

9:02 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1946 near Yan-
tis about criminal mischief. The 
reporting party’s property was 
damaged. This case has been 
forwarded to investigators.

11:19 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3203 near Quit-
man concerning an assault. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

12:23 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2504 near Mineola 
about suspicious circumstances. 
Deputies located the suspicious 
activity and cleared the incident.

1:31 p.m. Jason Romero, 34, 
of Hawkins, was arrested for as-
sault causes bodily injury family 
violence after deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3203 near Quit-
man. 

8:20 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a ter-
roristic threat on FM 852 near 
Winnsboro. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

NOV. 27
1:17 a.m. Robin Brandt, 56, of 

Alba, was arrested for posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after 
deputies conducted a traffic stop 
on FM 515 near Yantis.

8:00 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1900 near Yantis 
in reference to theft. Someone 
stole a couple round bales of hay 
from the reporting party’s proper-
ty. This case has been forwarded 
to investigators.

10:42 a.m. Bobby Hughes, 45, 
of Mineola, was arrested for an 
outstanding warrant after depu-
ties went on arrest/warrant ser-
vice to Hwy. 80 near Mineola. 

11:33 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3520 near Haw-
kins concerning a theft. Some-
one stole several items from the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

11:58 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 515 near Yantis 
about a burglary. Someone stole 
several items from the reporting 
party’s building. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

5:06 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning 
a theft on Hwy. 69 near Mineo-
la. Someone stole several items 
from the reporting party’s prop-
erty. 

11:44 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2276 near Mine-
ola concerning a welfare check. 
The individual was located and 
transported to the hospital.

NOV. 29
4:35 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 2146 near Quit-
man concerning an unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle. Someone 
took the reporting party’s vehicle 
without authorization. This case 
has been forwarded to investiga-
tors.

9:31 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 37 near Mineola 

about a burglary. Someone stole 
several items from the reporting 
party’s storage building. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

1:35 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about fraud on 
CR 3494 near Hawkins. Deputies 
gave the reporting party advice 
and cleared the incident.

3:24 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 49 near Mineola 
concerning a criminal trespass. 
Deputies spoke with the reporting 
party and determined it was a civ-
il matter.

7:08 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 2966 near Yantis 
about suspicious circumstances. 
Deputies located the suspicious 
activity and cleared the incident.

7:12 p.m. Luis Vega-Romero, 
37, of Henderson, was arrested 
for an outstanding warrant after 
deputies conducted a traffic stop 
on Hwy. 80 near Mineola. 

8:37 p.m. Alysia Minter, 29, of 
Mineola was arrested for posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
and Sherri Foster, 42, of Yantis 
was arrested for possession of a 
controlled substance after depu-
ties had conducted a traffic stop 
on FM 17 near Alba. 

11:19 p.m. Brandy Drake, 28, 
of Terrell, was arrested for driving 
while intoxicated third or more 
after deputies conducted a traffic 
stop on FM 779 near Mineola. 

NOV. 30
8:39 a.m. Jefferey Peters, 36, 

of Mineola, was arrested for an 
outstanding warrant when dep-
uties went on arrest/warrant ser-
vice to CR 2600 near Mineola 

10:39 a.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning a 
scam on FM 17 near Yantis. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

11:49 a.m. BobbieJo Casta-
non, 19, of Mount Pleasant, was 
arrested for violating conditions 
of bond/violating protection order 
after deputies were dispatched to 
CR 2388 near Alba about a dis-
turbance.

1:42 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4555 near Winns-
boro concerning a dispute. Depu-
ties spoke with all parties involved 
and they separated for the day.

9:25 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious vehicle on FM 
779 near Alba. Deputies located 
the vehicle and cleared the inci-
dent.

9:34 p.m. Deputies respond-
ed to suspicious circumstances 
on CR 2260 near Mineola and 
deputies spoke with all parties 
involved and cleared the incident.

10:06 p.m. Deputies conduct-
ed a traffic stop on Hwy. 154 
near Quitman. Brandon Caldwell, 
38, of Quitman was arrested for 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

DEC. 1
1:45 p.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 4490 near Winns-
boro about a burglary. Someone 
stole a tool box from the report-
ing party’s vehicle. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

2:40 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious vehicle on Hwy. 
69 near Mineola. Deputies locat-

ed the vehicle and cleared the 
incident.

5:29 p.m. Kayce Johnston, 38, 
of Mineola, was arrested for out-
standing warrants after deputies 
went on arrest/warrant service to 
Hwy. 37 near Mineola.

7:04 p.m. Joe Loyd, 50, of Alba, 
was arrested for an outstanding 
warrant after deputies went on ar-
rest/warrant service to CR 1540 
near Alba.

8:32 p.m. Cory Marks, 31, of 
Winnsboro, was arrested for 
outstanding warrants and Les-
lie Wagner, 37, of Winnsboro, 
was arrested for public intoxica-
tion after deputies responded to 
a suspicious vehicle near Lake 
Winnsboro.

10:46 p.m. Chance Addicks, 19, 
of Winnsboro, was arrested for an 
outstanding warrant when depu-
ties went on arrest/warrant service 
to Post Oak St. in Winnsboro.

11:03 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious person on FM 515 
near Alba, located the individual 
and cleared the incident.

DEC. 2
2:32 a.m. Brandyn Betts, 38, of 

Hawkins, was arrested for pos-
session of a controlled substance 
and tamper/fabricate physical ev-
idence following a traffic stop on 
CR 2303 near Mineola.

8:23 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1678 near Alba 
about a theft. Someone stole 
several items from the reporting 
party’s property. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

10:40 a.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning a 
scam on FM 515 near Yantis. 
Deputies gave the reporting party 
advice and cleared the incident.

1:01 p.m., Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 80 near Mineola 
in reference to criminal trespass. 
Deputies issued a criminal tres-
pass warning and cleared the 
incident.

1:21 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Walnut St. in Yantis 
concerning a disturbance. Dep-
uties spoke with all parties in-
volved and cleared the incident.

8:17 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Red Leaf Lane near 
Quitman about a criminal tres-
pass. Deputies gave the report-
ing party advice and cleared the 
incident.

DEC. 3
8:50 a.m. Deputies spoke with 

the reporting party concerning 
fraud on CR 4896 near Winns-
boro. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

9:36 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1600 near Alba 
about a theft. Someone stole 
checks from the reporting party. 
This case is forwarded to other 
agencies due to the incident oc-
curring in their jurisdiction. 

4:19 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning a 
terroristic threat on CR 1858 near 
Yantis. Deputies gave the report-
ing party advice and cleared the 
incident.

6:45 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3689 near Haw-
kins about a possible assault. 
Deputies spoke with all parties 
involved and cleared the incident.

Forest, woods or wildland fire 
– Dec. 3, 4:36 p.m., FM 17, Alba 
(assist with plow).

Grass fire – Dec. 1, 2:49 p.m., 
3520 FM 1255, Grand Saline; 
Dec. 1, 3:17 p.m., 250 CR 2667, 
Mineola.

Medical assist, assist EMS 
crew – Nov. 29, 9:56 a.m., 3765 
FM 1801, Mineola; Nov. 29, 2:06 

p.m., 452 CR 2330, Mineola; 
Nov. 29, 3:27 p.m., 13425 FM 
49, Mineola; Nov. 30, 10:08 p.m., 
CR 2465, Mineola; Dec. 2, 7:29 
p.m., 2981 E. US Hwy. 80, Min-
eola; Dec. 4, 11:42 a.m., 155 PR 
6282, Mineola.

Motor vehicle accident with 
no injuries – Dec. 2, 6:46 a.m., 
22300 FM 1253, Mineola.

Dispatched & canceled en 
route –  Dec. 4, 2:57 p.m., FM 
779, Golden; Dec. 4, 5:17 p.m., 
1484 CR 2290, Mineola.

No incident found on arrival at 
dispatch address – Dec. 2, 3:25 
p.m., N. Hwy. 37, Mineola.

Authorized controlled burning 
– Dec. 4, 10:08 p.m., E. US Hwy. 
80, Mineola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

NOV. 19
Officer Corbin Hanner took a 

report of identity theft. A man stat-
ed he discovered a credit card 
had been obtained in his name 
and gave information about the 
person he felt was responsible for 
fraudulently obtaining the credit 
card. This case has been for-
warded for further investigation.

NOV. 20
Officer Joe Andrade was dis-

patched to the emergency room 
at UT Quitman where a wom-
an was claiming she had been 
stabbed in the foot by a stranger 
while she was drinking outside 
her residence. It was later deter-
mined that the intoxicated woman 
had likely stepped on a piece of 
broken glass. 

NOV. 23
Officer Corbin Hanner initiated 

a traffic stop after a vehicle failed 
to drive in a single lane. The driv-
er was found to be intoxicated 
and in possession of suspected 
marijuana. The contraband was 
confiscated and the driver was 
arrested for driving while intoxi-
cated with open container of alco-
hol. Aaron Hernandez Tafoya, 21, 
of Saltillo was transported to jail. 

NOV. 25
Cpl. Austin Milbourn took a 

report from a woman who stat-
ed her ex-boyfriend had been 
sending her harassing electron-
ic messages. The woman also 
gave information about an inci-
dent which occurred the previous 
month in which the boyfriend had 
choked her during an argument. 
CPS was contacted and advised 
of the situation for the safety of 
the children residing in the house.

NOV. 26
Cpl. Milbourn took a report from 

a man who stated he and his girl-
friend had gotten into a physical 
altercation. It was determined 
that the woman had been the 
primary aggressor. April Sharon 
Garcia, 43, of Quitman was ar-
rested for assault-family violence 
causing bodily injury. CPS was 
contacted and advised of the situ-
ation for the safety of the children 
in the home.

NOV. 27
Lt. Mike Chilson initiated a traf-

fic stop after observing a vehicle 
with an obscured license plate. 
The driver was arrested for driv-
ing while license invalid without 
insurance and possession of 
marijuana. The car’s temporary 
tag was also found to have been 
altered. Zachary Wayed Reese, 
19, of Gilmer, was transported to 
jail. 

NOV. 28
Officer Linda Williams took a 

report from a resident of Jeanell 
St. who stated he had discovered 
a cigar box missing from his laun-
dry room. The box had contained 
$30 in coins. Nothing else was 
deemed to be missing and extra 
patrol was requested. 

NOV. 29
Officer Williams took a burglary 

report from a woman who stat-
ed someone had gone through 
things in her vehicle but nothing 
seemed to be missing. The ve-
hicle showed no signs of forced 
entry. Extra patrol was requested.

NOV. 30
Cpl. Milbourn responded to S. 

Main St. after hearing Prec. 2 
Constable Kelly Smith’s radio call 
for back up. Milbourn arrived to 
find Smith breaking up a fight be-

tween two men. Both men were 
found to be intoxicated. Heriberto 
Rodriguez Martinez, 25, of Dal-
las, was arrested and charged 
with driving while intoxicated and 
disorderly conduct. Ricardo Me-
dina Lopez, 20, of Grand Saline, 
was arrested and charged with 
public intoxication and disorderly 
conduct. 

Officer Andrade was flagged 
down at the corner of Tomie and 
Zola Streets. A woman advised 
she had been asked to wake the 
neighbor’s children for school 
and had encountered a smell of 
gas inside the home. The three 
children inside were transported 
to the emergency room and treat-
ed. A rusted heater coil was found 
to be the source of the gas leak.  

DEC. 2
Officer Joe Andrade was dis-

patched to a disturbance on Gor-
don St. Upon arrival a woman 
advised her ex-boyfriend was re-
moving items from her home. The 
woman was advised to allow the 
man to remove his belongings.

DEC. 3
Lt. John Farmer took a report of 

a possible scam attempt at Brook-
shire’s. A woman gave her credit 
card to a couple who claimed to 
be offering an in-store promotion 
on a makeup bag. The woman 
was able to contact her bank and 
prevent losing any money. 

DEC. 4
Officer Williams took a report 

of harassing phone calls received 
by employees of Wing Dingers. 
The store owner advised that the 
same type of phone calls had 
been received at the Mineola 
Wing Dingers. An incident report 
was completed for documenta-
tion purposes.  

Quitman Police Report
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Scott Berkley, left, and Hayden Ray, right, with UT Health, are assisted by Mineola City Manager Mercy Rushing and Fire Marshal David Madsen installing a 
new banner proclaiming the Mineola High School Sound of the Swarm marching band as back-to-back state champions, along side the state championship 
sign off Hwy. 69 South. (Monitor photo by Phil Major)

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Judge Alfonso Charles de-
nied a motion by plaintiff 
Brian Smale who submit-
ted the motion for sanctions 
against 402nd District Judge 
Jeffrey Fletcher and Court 
Coordinator Kim Carpen-
ter.

Smale was a no-show for 
the proceedings Friday. 
According to Wood Coun-
ty bailiffs, Smale had been 
seen at the courthouse earli-

er in the day but was not in 
the courtroom at the sched-
uled 3:30 p.m. hearing.

Judge Charles sanctioned 
Smale to pay $500 and ruled 
he must also pay attorney’s 
fees when they are deter-
mined.

Smale’s original case was 
Brian A. Smale (plaintiff) 
vs. Glenn Thurman Builder, 
Inc. a/k/a Rose Hill Springs 
development, LLC (defen-
dant) and Wood County 
Commissioner’s Court (de-
fendant).

Smale was denied a re-
straining order and tem-
porary injunction he filed 
in Judge Fletcher’s court 

Aug. 29 to stop plans to be-
gin work on the Rose Hill 
Springs Subdivision north 
of Mineola being developed 
by Thurman. After Judge 
Fletcher’s denial, Smale 
filed a motion for recusal 
the next day, Aug. 30.

Wood County commis-
sioners had previously 
approved the subdivision 
June 28. Smale contended 
there was no drainage plan 
on the Rose Hill plat. Smale 
represented himself at the 
initial hearing. 

Attempts to reach Smale 
by phone for comments 
were unsuccessful.

Visiting judge denies sanctions in developer case

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

After a manhunt in Lin-
dale, Thomas Sweet was 
caught and arrested in 
Hawkins by Hawkins Po-
lice Sgt. James Hildebrand 
and Wood County Consta-
ble Kelly Smith with canine 
Juma.

Sweet had been on the ra-
dar of local law enforcement 
for a long time and on the 
morning of Dec. 4, Lindale 
police were finally able to 
get close to him. Sweet and 
his girlfriend were spotted 
in a stolen Jeep and pulled 
over for a traffic stop.

During the stop, Sweet 
fled the vehicle on foot and 
his girlfriend was taken into 

custody. Authorities were 
made aware that Sweet 
had been staying at Blue-
bonnet Motel in Hawkins. 
Smith County law enforce-
ment then contacted Smith, 
who contacted Hildebrand. 
The two of them began pa-
trolling the area and waited 
for Sweet to come back to 
the motel.

The motel manager con-
tacted Hildebrand when 
Sweet arrived in a truck he 
had stolen from Lindale Ru-
ral Water while on the run.

Hildebrand and Smith 
pulled up at the motel and 
saw Sweet standing beside 
his vehicle. 

They approached him with 
Juma, and Hildebrand said 
that he could see the dog’s 

presence deterred Sweet 
from running. He put his 
hands up and surrendered. 

He was arrested and 
placed in Smith’s patrol 
vehicle while waiting for 
Smith County law enforce-

ment to bring an evidentiary 
warrant to search the room 
and remove its contents. The 
truck was returned to Lin-
dale Rural Water. Sweet was 
booked into Smith County 
jail on multiple charges.

Manhunt leads authorities to motel in Wood County

Assistant Drum Major Emily Phonsnasinh, left, and Drum Major Tristan Kirk 
of the Mineola High School Sound of the Swarm marching band accept the 
citizen of the month award on behalf of the entire state championship band 
from Mineola Kiwanis Club President Kevin White recently. Band director 
Chris Brannan was also honored. (Courtesy photo)
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Obituaries
ROBERT LYNN WILSON (BOB) 

1945-2019
Robert Lynn Wilson (Bob) was born 

in San Angelo on June 2, 1945. He grad-
uated from W.W. Samuell High School 
in Dallas in 1963 and Stephen F. Austin 
University in 1968 with a degree in for-
estry. Bob enlisted in the U.S. Air Force 
and completed Officer Candidate School 
and pilot training, serving in Vietnam 
and Korea and receiving numerous com-
mendations and decorations for valor 

and promotions.
Bob retired from the Air Force after 21 years as a lieutenant 

colonel. Following stints as a consultant to Lockheed Mar-
tin and Loral Corporation, he retired a second time to Rock 
Falls Lake in Mineola where he enjoyed fishing, golf and nu-
merous trips to Alaska for more fishing.

Bob was preceded in death by his parents, Waymon and 
Bessie Rae Wilson. He is survived by his brother, Douglas, 
of Spring; sister, Beth Shockey of Mineola; son, Daniel, of 
Katy; daughter, Leslie, of Houston; granddaughter, Evange-
line; and numerous family members and dear friends.

Bob died on Dec. 5, 2019.
Interment is scheduled for 10:45 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 12 at 

Houston National Cemetery. 
A celebration of Bob Wilson’s life will be held for family 

and friends at Beaty Funeral Home in Mineola on Saturday, 
Dec. 14 at 11 a.m. with refreshments and fellowship to fol-
low. In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

DIXIE ANNE FLOTT 
1936-2019

Dixie Anne Flott , 83, of Carrollton passed away Nov. 27, 
2019. She was born April 9, 1936 in Lansing, Mich. and mar-
ried to Charles Flott, her husband of 58 years prior to his 
death in 2013. Dixie resided the majority of her life in Tope-
ka, Kan., moving to Texas in 2007 to enjoy retirement at Lake 
Fork in East Texas – her desired final resting place.

Dixie was an accomplished silversmith and jeweler and 
ran her own jewelry shop for over a decade in Topeka, Kan. 
She was also a very accomplished self-taught painter.

In 1990 she was the campaign manager for Joan Finney 
who succeeded in becoming the first female governor for the 
state of Kansas. She was a member of the Topeka Kansas 
Chapter of the Sweet Adelines acapella singing group.

Dixie is survived by a daughter, Carman Allen and her 
husband Jim of Holton, Kan.; son, Todd and wife Deanna of 

Dallas; five grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. 
Dixie was preceded in death by her father; mother; husband, 
Charles; sons, Kevin and Timothy; and two brothers, Jack 
Deines and Jim Deines.

In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to 
Operation Kindness to celebrate the love she had for her 
dogs, Tag and Tess. www.operationkindness.org

ROGER LEE GREEN 
1942-2019

Roger Lee Green, 77, of Alba passed 
away Nov. 24, 2019, at his residence in 
Alba. He was born Jan. 1, 1942, in Ash-
land, Mo. to Bartlett Henry and Ruby 
Opal Crump Green. Roger married Patri-
cia Ann Covalt on April 4, 1961, in Clo-
vis, N.M. He was a member of the United 
States Air Force and the Church of Christ. 
Roger moved to Alba in 1994 and loved 
fishing, carpentry work and playing golf. 

Roger was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Ray 
Green; and sisters, Mary Lou Noel and Betty Nichols.

Survivors include his wife of 58 years, Patricia Green of 
Alba; one son, Bartlett Green of Lindale; one daughter, Kath-
ryn Stewart and husband Donald of Alba; one brother, Rob-
bie Green and wife Virginia of Mansfield; two sisters, Sarah 
Edwards of Columbia, Mo. and Fay Jordan of Sunrise Beach, 
Mo.; six grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; and nu-
merous nieces, nephews and other relatives and friends.

The family is planning a memorial service at a later date.

HERMAN LEE BROWN
1938-2019

Herman Lee Brown, 81, passed away 
peacefully at home Monday, Dec. 2, 2019.

Herman was born April 3, 1938 in For-
est Hill, Wood County, to Harvey Lee 
and Lottie Sutton Brown. He was a grad-
uate of Quitman High School, Paris Ju-
nior College and McNeese State Univer-
sity, playing football for all three schools.

Herman was in the brick business for 
over 50 years, first at Scotty’s Brick Co., H 

& H Brick Co. and then his own company, Herman Brown 
Brick Co. He was a member of Trinity Baptist Church since 
the early ‘70s, served as a trustee and was on several com-
mittees.  He also taught Sunday School in the Pre-K depart-
ment. He was a member of the NRA and Ducks Unlimited 
and several brick and masonry organizations. 

He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Bessie Frances Dear 
Hall “Niffie” Brown; daughter, Susan Elizabeth Brown Bou-
dreaux of Missouri City; and her children, Francis Elizabeth 
Boudreaux and John Lance Boudreaux; daughter, Katherine 
Dear Brown Kemp and her husband Tony Scott Kemp of 
Lafayette, La.; grandson, Thomas Scott Kemp and his wife 
Gracie Campbell Kemp of Baton Rouge, La.; great-grand-
son, Benjamin Ransom Kemp; grandson, Timothy Scott 
Kemp; sister, Martha Ludeen Brown Poe of Gonzales; and 
many nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents; son, Beau Brown; 
and sister, Alice June Brown.

A memorial service was held Friday, Dec. 6, 2019 at 2 p.m. 
at Hixson Funeral Home of Lake Charles, La.. Visitation be-
gan at noon until time of service. Rev. Steve James officiated. 
Words of comfort may be shared with the family at www.
hixsonfuneralhomes.com.

Memorials may be made to Hobo Hotel for Cats, P.O. Box 
810, Lake Charles, La. 70602.

PATRICK NELSON (PAT) VICKERY
1931-2019

Patrick Nelson (Pat) Vickery passed 
away on Saturday, Nov. 30, 2019, in Ty-
ler at age 88. He was born on June 4, 1931 
in Dallas to the late Marion Mabry Vick-
ery and Effie Maude Patrick Vickery. Pat 
was a retired Baptist minister and long-
time member of First Baptist Church in 
Mineola. He received his bachelor of arts 
degree from Baylor University in 1952 
and his masters in religious education 

from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1954. 
Pat was preceded in death by his parents; his sister, Mary 
Vickery Holcomb and her husband, Harold; his brother, 
Paul Ray Vickery and his wife, Mary Frances; and in 2018 
by his loving wife of more than 66 years, Sue Gilpin Vickery. 
Pat is survived by his daughter, Patti Vickery Randolf and 
her husband Jim of McKinney; sons, Alan Ray Vickery and 
his wife, Susie, of Argyle and Ronnie Vickery and his wife, 
Shari of Tyler; nine grandchildren; and one great-grand-
daughter. Following a private family graveside service, a 
memorial service celebrating Pat’s life was held on Friday, 
Dec. 6 at 3 p.m. at First Baptist Church Mineola, officiated 
by Dr. Hollie Atkinson. In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Mission Dignity (missiondignity.org /877-888-
9409), a non-profit ministry providing financial assistance to 
retired Baptist ministers and spouses, or to The Hospice of 
East Texas in Tyler.
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The annual Wood County 4-H 
Food Show was held recently with 
4-H members exhibiting skills in the 
Food/Nutrition project.

Members took part in a judged in-
terview in which they presented a 
prepared food and answered ques-
tions about the nutritional qualities 

of that dish, preparation steps,  pos-
sible food substitutions and food 
safety factors related to that food.

Category winners will advance to 
the District 4-H Food Show in Jan-
uary in Palestine to compete with 
4-H’ers from across the 22-county 
Northeast TX District 5. 

4-H food show winners announced

Winners are, back from left, Haven Scott-1st Place Junior Main Dish, Austin Tullos-1st Place Junior 
Nutritious Snacks, Gage Henk-Blue Ribbon Clover Kids; middle, Ashtin Tullos-1st Place Intermedi-
ate Main Dish, Jackson Rhodes-1st Place Intermediate Bread/Cereals, Jentri Jackson-1st Place Se-
nior Nutritious Snacks, Kierney Wallis-1st Place Senior Bread/Cereals, Helena Bautista-Mathias-1st 
Place Senior Main Dish, Emma Gilbreath-1st Place Intermediate Fruit/Vegetables, Robert Schut-
tler-2nd Place Intermediate Main Dish; and, front, Luke Yeager-Blue Ribbon Clover Kids, Emma 
Schuttler-Blue Ribbon Clover Kids. (Courtesy photo)

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

Congressman Lance Gooden 
and State Senator Bryan Hughes 
were welcomed to Mineola by 
the Rotary Club at the weekly 
meeting and lunch on Monday, 
Dec. 2.

As the guest speaker of the 
meeting, Gooden spoke on his 
time and experience in Washing-
ton D.C. and shared his theories 
on the presidential impeachment, 
the U.S./Canada/Mexico trade 
agreement, and what he believes 
needs to happen to see change in 
Washington.

Gooden is a staunch supporter 
of President Trump and has ap-
peared on CNN to combat what 
he considers fake news media 
about the President. Gooden 
says his experience with Trump 
has been nothing but positive. 
“Trump is very nice, gracious 
and down-to-earth. He is the 
same person in real life as on TV. 
He knows what’s going on in the 
districts and is appreciative of the 
support in this district and coun-
ty.”

As Congressman Gooden 
heads back to D.C. for committee 
meetings, he says most of the talk 
is centered around impeachment 
which he believes the Democrats 
will try to drag out through Jan-
uary or possibly longer. He says 
the Democrats don’t want the 
impeachment to go to the Senate 
too quickly where they could lose 

control of the process.
“Watch for action in the judicia-

ry committee. The expectations 
before Thanksgiving was that 
the Democrats would vote on 
impeachment and send it over to 
the Senate a week before Christ-
mas to coincide with the govern-
ment shut down date. They were 
hoping to convince the president 
to sign the agreement to keep the 
government running in exchange 
for a US/Canada/Mexico trade 
agreement that the Democrats 
have been holding up.”

As the impeachment is drawn 
out into the beginning of next 
year, Gooden predicts that the 
impeachment process will be 
halted by the frontrunner of the 
Democratic presidential race, 
giving House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi an out to stop the process be-
fore it goes to the Senate.

Gooden’s theory is that the 
Democrats will oppose the pres-
ident on everything he tries to do 
in an effort to get him out of the 
White House in the next election. 
He believes that if history repeats 
itself, the American people will 
punish a Democrat-run Congress 
rather than punish the president 
when nothing gets done, and 
President Trump will be reelect-
ed in 2020.

Gooden says that immigration, 
the budget and prescription drug 
prices are the big issues for which 
he is fighting.

“If I could wave my magic 
wand, we’d come up with a real 

plan for that,” said Gooden. If he 
could get what he wanted in Con-
gress, a real immigration plan 
would be passed. Gooden says 
its unreasonable to think that ev-
ery single person in this country 
without legal status should be 
sent back to their home country, 
just as it is unreasonable not to 
secure the border in some way.

“The happy medium would re-
quire the far left and the far right 
to cooperate and that’s not hap-
pening,” he said.

Gooden was elected in 2018 to 
represent Texas’ 5th district in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 
He is a member of the House 
Committee on Financial Services 
where he serves as the Vice Rank-
ing Member on the Housing, 
Community Development and 
Insurance Subcommittee. He is 
serving a two-year term and is up 
for reelection in 2020.

He has drawn a democratic op-
ponent, as has Hughes, also seek-
ing his second term in the senate 
after serving Wood County as a 
state representative.

Prior to joining the U.S. House 
of Representatives, Gooden 
served three terms in the Texas 
House of Representatives and 
spent 10 years working as an in-
surance broker and risk manage-
ment consultant.

Gooden and his wife Alexa, 
along with their two children, 
make their home in Terrell where 
he grew up.

Congressman updates Rotary on D.C. events
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The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621
Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

Pastor Perry Crisp

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873
Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola

903-638-8555
Pastor  Al Dusek

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola

903 569-3212
 Pastor Terry Davis

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
The Rev. Thomas A. Pantle

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Attend the church of  
your choice this week. 

These area churches welcome you.

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

“For it is all for your sake, so that as 
grace extends to more and more people 
it may increase thanksgiving, to the 
glory of God.”     2 Corinthians 4:15

“Give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; 

his love endures forever.”
1 Chronicles 16:34

“The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am 
helped; my heart exults, and with my 
song I give thanks to him.”     Psalm 28:7

“Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.”

Colossians 4:2 

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783



Farm & Ranch

Miscellaneous

Local beekeeper looking for place to 
keep a few beehives. Good for your 
crops and my bees. No pollination fee. 
903-368-2528.

Services

Miscellaneous

Texas Made Lawn and Tree Care, 20 
years experience, free estimates. Call 
John at 903-497-6819.

Employment

Medical & Dental

Now Hiring - 1 LVN Double Week-
ends, Baylor Plan Avaliable. 1 LVN 
10-6 Shift. 2 LVN’S  2-10 Shift. 3 
Double Weekend Certified Nurses 
Aides, Baylor Plan Available. 1 Certi-
fied Nurses Aide 2-10 Shift. Heritage 
House Healthcare Centre, 1026 E. 
Goode St., Quitman, 903-763-2284.

Rentals

Apartments

Mineola apartment for rent: 2-story, 
2-bdrm, 1-1/2 bath. Rent $625/mo 
plus $250 non-refundable deposit. 
NO SMOKING, NO PETS. Call 214-
402-9862.

Apartment for rent, 2-bedroom, 
1-bath. $775 + electric, $600 deposit. 
903-569-2665 or 817-919-6815.

Duplexes

Duplex completely remodeled, like 
new on quiet street in Mineola. No 
pets, no smoking. 2 bedroom 1 bath. 
903-539-1666.

Homes

For Rent, 2-bedroom, 1-bath frame 
house, new carpet, Quitman, $500 
month. 903-967-7667.

Monitor classifieds COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN
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FLORA 
MASONIC LODGE

Stated 1st Tues., 7:30 p.m.
MASTER: KEN JOHNSON

According to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development all 
publishers should publish a notice such as 
the one below to indicate compliance with 
the Fair Housing Act. 

The Publisher’s Notice must be 
published one time in every edition of 
your publication that contains real estate/
housing advertising. The notice should be 
placed at the beginning of the real estate/
housing classi ed ads.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are here-
by informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105 • (405) 499-0020, 1-888-815-2672 (toll-free in OK) • www.OkPress.com

October 2008

The Fair Housing Act also applies to 
display advertising for real estate and 
rental properties. 

Display advertising should include the 
equal housing opportunity slogan or logo 

at the following standards dictated by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. These indicate to 
the public that the property is available to 
everyone under the provisions of the Fair 
Housing Act.

EHO LOGO IN ADS

AD SIZE

Less than 4 column inches:
(Slogan Only)

4 column inches 
to less than 1/8 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1/2” x 1/2”)

1/8 page 
to less than 1/2 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1” x 1”)

1/2 page or larger:
(Logo Dimensions: 2” x 2”)

SLOGAN OR LOGO SIZE

NEWSPAPER REQUIREMENT ADVERTISER REQUIREMENT

Download the 
Equal Housing Logo at 
www.OkPress.com/FHA

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

Call Brandi
at 903-763-4522

or email
ads@wood.cm

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  King Ranch Derby
      winner: “____
      Venture”
  5  TX Tanya’s “Texas
      When _  ___”
  6  this actress
      Tierney became
      a TXn in 1960
  7  late TX __ Red
      Duke
  8  TX singer ___
      Davis
  9  TX Chili’s _____ &
      Bar restaurants
14  Dr. Pepper rival:
      Coca-____
15  TX cattle are
      ________ at sale
19  TX Wadkins goal
      on the green
      (2 wds.)
21  author of “The
      German Texans”:
      ____  _ Lich
22  TX Trini Lopez hit
      (2 wds.)
27  TX Tanya’s
      “Can _  ___ You
      Tonight”
28  TXism: “busier 
      than _  _____ in 
      a boomtown” 
29  TXism: “thing-”
      ______”  (gadget)
30  TX-born Steve 
      Martin was
      married to this
      Victoria (1986-94)
32  Springfield, __
33  TXism: “______ 
      __ summer
      squash”
36  dinner rolls
37  feed storage box
38  “60 Minutes” led 
      to release of this
      innocent TX Geter
39  ignorant

  1  TXism: “runnin’
      with the ___ dogs”
      (going well)
  2  TX Benson film:
      “___ to Billie Joe”
  3  in Smith County
      on U.S. 69
  4  Llano is the “____
      _______  __ Texas”
  8  TX Helmond’s role
      on former sitcom
      “Who’s the Boss?”

41  TX Ginger Rogers
      was in “Girl Crazy”
      by ___ Gershwin  
42  Orange, TX’s “Stark
      Museum __  ___”
45  stats for Astro and 
      Ranger pitchers
46  ex-Cowboy star
      RB Emmitt (init.)
47  rattlesnake tooth
48  TX fiddler Robertson

  9  UT has a 1455
      copy of this early
      printed work
      (2 wds.)
10  _  _ Cola
11  TXism: “nip __ in
      the bud”
12  West TX Intermedi-
      ate: “_____, _____ 
      crude”
13  noted King Ranch  
      cowboy Alberto
      “___” Trevino
14  berry desserts
15  TXism: “wouldn’t
      touch that with
      _  ___-foot pole”
16  Gulf fish catcher
17  TX Longley: “I see
      a lot of _______
      out there, and
      mighty few friends”

18  actor Alain of “TX
      Across the River”
20  TXism: “he ____
      barbed wire for
      dental floss”
      (tough)
22  TXism: “hasta __
      vista”
23  TX Charley Pride’s
      “Then Who __ I”  
24  Galveston ___
25  “Honest ___”
26  this Bailey ran a
      TX circus

28  Santa ____, TX
31  father’s sister
34  TXism: “plain as  
      the ears __  _
      mule”
35  TX Ginger film:
      “Shall __ Dance?”
37  pickup stopper
40  foot part hard to
      fit into a cowboy
      boot
43  passing fancy
44  TX Charley
      Pride’s “Kiss __ 
      _____ Good
      Mornin’” (1971)
50  “Bring ‘em Back  
      Alive” TX Buck  
      made expeditions 
      to this country
51  dir. from Abilene
      to Bowie

P-1458

21

27

30

36

28

40

19

37

32

39

34

45

35

29

48

38

47

31

43 44

50 51

42

49  TXism: “smack ___
      __  ___ middle”
52  a baseball team
53  this Dealey founded
      The Dallas Morning
      News (init.)
54  UT grad actor
      Wallach
55  TX Sam Houston’s 
      last wife: 
      Margaret ___

TEXAS MADE
Lawn & Tree Care

20 years experience
Free Estimates

• Call Jon •
903-497-6819

O

RPM Staffing will be taking Applications and 
Interviewing in Quitman, December 12th! 

COME SEE US! 

WHEN: Thursday, December 12th 

TIME: 9 am to 2pm 

 WHERE: 100 Governor Hogg Pkwy, Quitman 

                 Look for the Mobile Unit parked next                      
                  to Quitman Park 

 

RPM Staffing is an Equal Opportunity Employer             “Teamwork Makes the Difference” 

WHAT POSITION BEST FITS YOU? 

Machine Operator                                                                                                               
Warehouse—Order Puller  - Sanitation               
Warehouse Shipping Clerk                                                                                                                            
Packer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Trash Collector                                                                                                                       
Assembler 

Positions are located  
in Quitman,      

Winnsboro and   
Mineola. 

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST 
THE ESTATE OF RICHARD A. SWANNER, DECEASED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that original Letters Independent 
Administration for the Estate of Richard A. Swanner, Deceased, 
were issued on December 2, 2019, in Cause No. 13,558, pending 
in the County Court of Wood County, Texas, to Richard Lance 
Swanner. Applicant’s mailing address is: c/o Gregory J. Wright, 
1100 Judson Road, Suite 722, Longview, Texas 75601.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by law. All persons having 
claims should address them in care of the representative at the 
address stated above.

Dated the 2nd day of December 2019.

Richard Lance Swanner, 
Independent Administrator

By: ______________________________
 GREGORY J WRIGHT
 STATE BAR NO. 22029800

ATTORNEY FOR THE INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATOR

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary  for 

the Estate of Glynda Rhea O’Briant, Deceased, were issued on 
December 2, 2019, in Cause No. 13,595, pending in the County 
Court of Wood County, Texas, to:  Edie Adams Galloway.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:  Edie Adams Galloway
3294 CR4560
Winnsboro, Texas  75494
DATED the  9th day of December, 2019.

____________________________
Bradley S. Campbell
Attorney for Edie Adams Galloway
State Bar No.:  03694040
228 W. Broad Street
Mineola, TX  75773
Telephone:  (903) 569-0000
Facsimile:  (903) 569-1122
E-mail:  bsc@clfpc.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
QUITMAN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S

STATE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY RATING

QUITMAN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
will hold a Public Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

December 16, 2019 in the Board Room, Elementary 
School, 902 E. Goode Street, Quitman, TX 75783.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss 
Quitman Independent School District’s rating 
on the state’s financial accountability system.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Quitman Economic De-
velopment (QDC) mem-
bers filled out their slate of 
officers for the coming year 
Monday night at City Hall. 
In anticipation of more peo-
ple attending the meeting it 
had been moved from the 
small bard room at the QDC 
office.

Martha Scroggins had 
been previously elected 
as president. At Monday’s 
meeting Kevan Burroughs 
was elected as the new vice 
president and Steve Straz-
niki will serve as secre-
tary-treasurer. New mem-
ber Dr. Greg Eberhart asked 
not to be considered for 
an office because he felt he 
should get to know more 
about being a board mem-
ber and did not feel he had 
the experience to be an offi-
cer.

Scroggins welcomed 25 
business owners and cham-
ber of commerce members 
to the meeting. “I would 
like to thank all of these 
guests, this is wonderful to 
have people here who are 
interested in our city and I 
thank you so much for com-
ing,” Scroggins said. 

The board approved 
Scroggins, Burroughs and 
Strazniki for bank account 
signature card authoriza-
tions.

Executive Director Denea 
Hudman gave an update 
on the business park. She 
said there was a need for 
infrastructure to be put in 
place on the south side of 
the business park. Hud-
man said that would make 
it much more attractive for 
businesses to want to move 
to the park.

“We want to be able to 
make that area available. We 
have businesses wanting to 
come to town. Someone is 
going to expand or grow 

and we need a place to put 
people,” Hudman said. “We 
have a guy here tonight that 
has a candle company. If he 
wanted to bring his manu-
facturing and distribution 
into the business park and 
wants to nestle it back there 
in the back there’s no infra-
structure back there.”

Hudman talked about 
getting grant money from 
East Texas Council of Gov-
ernments (ETCOG) for de-
velopment of the property 
north of Stitchin’ Heaven. 
“Our friends at Stitchin’ 
Heaven are excited about 
mulching back there. Clay 
and Deb (Luttrell) even said 
they would partner with 
us on the maintenance and 
operation back there,” Hud-
man noted.

Mayor Randy Dunn 
spoke about the possibili-
ty of improvements in the 
walking trails. “We can ap-
ply for a grant to put a hard 
surface on the trails. Right 
now, people in wheelchairs 
or walkers or even with re-
placed knees are unable to 
walk back there because 
it is so unlevel,” Dunn ex-
plained. “We would like to 
get all the local groups in-
volved to make it a really 
nice trail.”

Hudman told about a 
pair of new businesses in 
town. The Lucious Crumb, 
formerly in Mineola, is in 
Quitman located just west 
of town on Highway 154. 
Non-Stop Nutrition is an-
other new business located 
where Town and Country 
had been just down from 
Dollar General. 

After an hour-long ex-
ecutive session, the board 
returned and announced 
they had approved a bonus 
for Hudman. The amount 
of the bonus was not made 
public. There was no deci-
sion on a contract for Hud-
man for the coming year.

QDC board approves officers, 
bonus for executive director

Wood County tax office to 
open day after Christmas

Wood County Tax Asses-
sor-Collector Carol Taylor 
announces that her court-
house office will be open for 
business on Thursday, Dec. 
26, despite other county of-
fices being closed for an offi-
cial county holiday.

Official county holidays 
are Dec. 24-26, but the tax 
office will be taking off Dec. 
23-25. Taylor said her office 
does not get much traffic 

right before Christmas but 
expects it to be busy once 
the holiday passes and cit-
izens take care of year-end 
business, especially vehicle 
registrations and property 
taxes.

Courthouse substations 
will be closed on the 26th.

The tax office will also re-
main open on New Year’s 
Eve, Dec. 31, for regular 
hours until 4:45 p.m.
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF BID
Region 7 ESC is soliciting bids on behalf of 145 education entities & 
one education service center in the Region 7 Purchasing Cooperative.  
Bids are solicited for the following:

CATEGORY/OPENING DATE/TIME/AWARD  
Commodity Processing/Closes January 13, 2020/10:00 AM
Commodity Processing/Opens January 15, 2020/10:00 AM
Catering/January 14, 2020/1:30 PM
Building Maintenance & Safety Supplies/January 16, 2020/1:30 PM
Health Supplies/January 21, 2020/1:30 PM
Athletic Trainer/Fieldhouse Equip. & Supplies/January 23, 2020/1:30 PM
Audio Visual Equipment & Supplies/January 23, 2020/1:30 PM
Cafeteria Equipment & Supplies/March 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Snacks, Beverages, Ala’ Carte, & Produce/March 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Athletic Equipment & Supplies/March 26, 2020/1:30 PM
General Office Supplies & Furniture/March 26, 2020/1:30 PM
Bread/Milk/Ice Cream/Juice/May 5, 2020/1:30 PM
Food Service/May 5, 2020/1:30 PM
Classroom Calculators/May 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Copy Paper/May 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Custodial Supplies/May 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Library Books & Supplies/May 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Classroom Furniture & Supplies/May 14, 2020/1:30 PM
Musical Instruments/Service, Equip/Supplies/May 14, 2020/1:30 PM
Construction, Building & Supplies/May 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Electrical Supplies/May 21, 2020/1:30 PM
Plumbing Supplies/May 21, 2020/1:30 PM
Educational Activities & Supplies/July 7, 2020/1:30 PM
Uniforms: Athletic; Band; Performance/July 7, 2020/1:30 PM
Contracted Services/July 9, 2020/1:30 PM
Mobile Communication Equip/Supplies/July 14, 2020/1:30 PM
Computer Hardware & Supplies/July 14, 2020/1:30 PM
Network Systems & Supplies/July 16, 2020/1:30 PM
Printing & Printing Supplies/July 16, 2020/1:30 PM
Vocational Equipment & Supplies/July 16, 2020/1:30 PM
Paint & Painting Supplies/September 8, 2020/1:30 PM
Copy Machines/September 8, 2020/1:30 PM
Vehicles: All Types; New/Pre-owned; Buy/Lease/September 10, 
 2020/1:30 PM
Special Education & Supplies/September 15, 2020/1:30 PM
Grounds/Athletic Fields Maintenance, Equipment & Supplies/
 September 17, 2020/1:30 PM
Computer Software & Supplies/November 10, 2020/1:30 PM
Science Supplies/November 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Physical Education/Recreational Sports, Equipment & Supplies/ 
 November 17, 2020/1:30 PM
Transportation Maintenance & Supplies/November 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Instructional Catalog/November 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Substance & Alcohol Abuse Testing/December 1, 2020/1:30 PM
Supplemental Food Services/December 1, 2020/1:30 PM

Bid specifications may be accessed at: https://purchasing.esc7.net, (903) 
988-6859 or purchasing@esc7.net. Hardcopy bids will be opened at 
the ESC on each opening date and time.  Electronic bids will be opened 
online at the ESC on each opening date and time.  Region 7 reserves the 
right to make final decisions as to the best interest of the Cooperative.

NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
ALL PEOPLE BE ADVISED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2019, A VERIFIED COMPLAINT 
FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT, TRESPASS, and STAY OF OSE APPLICATION NO. 
SP-5153 WAS FILED IN THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT FOR CATRON COUNTY, 
STATE OF NEW MEXICO.

BE ADVISED THAT CLAIMS ARE BEING MADE AGAINST:

RAYMOND MORRIS, D’AUN MORRIS, in their individual capacities and as husband and 
wife, DAVID FOSTER, CHARLOTTE FOSTER, in their individual capacities and as husband 
and wife, and THE  NEW MEXICO OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER.

THE SUIT IS CAPTIONED:

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF CATRON 
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

PAUL THOMAS, individually and 
In his capacity as trustee for
PAUL THOMAS TRUST, 
 Plaintiffs,                  Case. No. D-728-cv-2019-00025

v.

RAYMOND MORRIS, 
D’AUN MORRIS, in their individual
capacities and as husband and wife,
DAVID FOSTER,
CHARLOTTE FOSTER, in their individual
capacities and as husband and wife,
STATE ex rel. NEW MEXICO 
OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER
 Defendants.

Case. No. D-728-cv-2019-00025

ALL DEFENDANTS IN THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED CAUSE MUST FILE AN ANSWER 
OR OTHER RESPONSE TO THIS SUIT WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM THE LAST DAY 
THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED, OR A DEFAULT JUDGMENT SHALL BE ENTERED 
AGAINST THEM SUCH THAT THEY WILL BE FOREVER BARRED FROM DEFENDING 
CLAIMS PLEADED BY PLAINTIFFS.

Domenici Law Firm, P.C.
Pete V. Domenici, Jr., Esq.,
Reed C. Easterwood, Esq.
320 Gold Avenue SW, Suite 1000       
Albuquerque, NM  87102        
(505) 883-6250

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Lady Bull-
dogs defeated Carlisle in 
the opening round of the 
Spring Hill Tournament be-
fore falling in a close game 
against the hosts in the sec-
ond round.

They Lady Bulldogs easily 
defeated Carlisle 43-25 be-
hind Maddy Whitehurst’s 
20 points. Quitman led 27-7 
at the half and coasted in the 
second half for the victory. 
Other scoring for Quitman 
came from Lindsay Horna-
day with six, Kynlee Love, 
Madison Pence and Reiny 
Luman four each, Shel-
by Hayes three and Carli 

Spears two.
Quitman was without two 

players, Ava Burroughs out 
with a concussion and Julia 
Simpkins who was compet-
ing at the state FFA contest 
in Huntsville.

In a slow-paced game 
against Spring Hill, Quit-
man fell behind 12-7 at the 
half in a game they eventu-
ally lost 28-25.

“We waited until the 
fourth quarter to start play-
ing, made a comeback and 
had a great opportunity 
to tie it on a last second 
three-pointer out of a time 
out,” Head Coach Blake 
Hamrick said. “We had no 
Ava Burroughs and no Julia 
Simpkins so we were play-

ing pretty short-handed.”
The Lady Bulldogs fell to 

Jefferson in the third-place 
game 63-31. After playing 
close in the first quarter, the 
talented and swift Jefferson 
team caused problems for 
Quitman forcing the Lady 
Bulldogs into 29 turnovers. 
Whitehurst led the team 
with 14 points with Luman 
adding seven, Love four 
and Pence two. Burroughs 
got to see limited action and 
scored four points and had 
five rebounds in just 10 min-
utes of play.

The Lady Bulldogs are on 
the road at Commerce Fri-
day before going to Lone 
Oak to start District 12-3A 
competition Dec. 17. 

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Quitman’s Maddy White-
hurst put together a career 
night pouring in a game 
high 25 points and five re-
bounds leading the Lady 
Bulldogs past Boles 53-39 at 
Ballard Gym last Tuesday.  

Whitehurst made 82 per-
cent of her shots going seven 
of nine on two point shots,  
hit both three-pointers she 
tried and made five of seven 
free throws.

She stepped up in the ab-
sence of post Ava Burroughs 
who suffered a concussion 
against North Hopkins and 
was being held out of the 
game.

Quitman senior Julia Simp-
son also had a good night 
hauling in 10 rebounds, scor-

ing seven points and playing 
stellar defense. Sophomore 
Reiny Luman and junior 
Kynlie Love each added six 
points with Lindsay Horna-
day scoring five and Carley 
Spears four. 

“As a team, that was our 
best game from start to fin-
ish. We aren’t anywhere 
near where we need to be, 
but we are definitely im-
proving and are getting 
better each game and that 
means we are moving in the 
right direction,” noted Head 
Coach Blake Hamrick.

Quitman got the scoring 
started with Simpkins and 
Luman to take a 4-0 lead. 
Boles tied the score at 4-4, 
but the Lady Hornets never 
led. A triple by Hornaday 
gave Quitman a 7-4 lead 
and a Simpkins score at the 

buzzer to end the first quar-
ter left the Lady Bulldogs 
with an 11-8 lead. 

In the second quarter a 
successful Whitehurst trey 
gave Quitman an 18-13 lead. 
Spears hit a shot as time ran 
down to give Quitman a 22-
17 lead at the half. Quitman 
ran past Boles in the second 
half with a 31-22 advantage.

In the third quarter White-
hurst shot for nine of her 25 
points and Spears hit a buck-
et at the buzzer on a beauti-
ful pass from Luman giving 
Quitman a 35-27 edge going 
into the final quarter.

Quitman was set to play 
their final pre-district game 
at Commerce this Friday the 
Lady Bulldogs host Lone 
Oak Dec. 17 in the District 
12-3A opener.

Lady Bulldog senior Julia Simpkins (22) protects the ball as she drives to the basket in Quitman’s win over Boles last 
week. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Quitman girls go 1-2 in Spring Hill tournament

Whitehurst hits 25 as Quitman runs past Boles

Clay and I spent that sum-
mer together. We moved 
here and bought a place in 
Hainesville. Clay went to 
Quitman schools and gradu-
ated from here.”

Deb is excited about the 
future. “We have roots here. 
It’s a great community. We 
are real excited because we 
know what is going to hap-
pen, everybody else here 
does not know what is go-
ing to happen. This commu-
nity will grow because we 
are here and I’m not saying 
that bragging. We have seen 
this with other businesses 
we follow and we know our 
customers and we know 
how they are,” Deb ob-
served. “There’s no telling 
how much money has been 
poured into Quitman since 
we have been there because 
people are going to shop. 
They come here and they go 
shop, they go to the liquor 
store across the street, they 
buy gas, they buy groceries 
and that is how it happens.”

Why did they return to 
Quitman? “I would say we 
came to Quitman because 
of the business park. That 
was definitely a reason. The 
QDC (Quitman Develop-
ment Corp.) played a big 

part also,” Clay interjected.
Deb talked about com-

ing to Quitman. “I can’t tell 
you the importance of the 
QDC. Had it not been for 
Denea Hudman we would 
not be here. All I had to do 
is hint to her we were inter-
ested and she immediately 
set her sights that Stitchin’ 
Heaven would be moving 
here,” Deb continued. “She 
persisted and she did all the 
right things. She worked 
with the right people and 
she convinced us we could 
have a home here. That’s 
really why it happened. We 
were looking at other plac-
es strongly. Denea lured us 
away and it will pay Quit-
man back in the future.”

Stitchin’ Heaven is already 
the destination for bus loads 
of ladies coming from all 
over the nation to stop there, 
not just to shop, but to attend 
workshops led by the stars 
of the quilting world. Ladies 
come to workshops and use 
only the best equipment in 
quilting such as the Bernina 
3 Series sewing machine.

The Luttrells and Stitchin’ 
Heaven are in phase two of 
a four phase project which 
they hope will employ 400 
people in the near future. 
Plans are for a distribu-
tion center and facilities for 
overnight stays. In the near 
future construction will be-
gin on 12 hotel-type rooms 

at the location for overnight 
travelers. They are also go-
ing to build 10 cottages just 
to the east of the facility.

They also sponsor 15 
world-wide quilting cruis-
es that are sold out consis-
tently. “Quilters go on these 
cruises to quilt. They love 
not having to clean house, 
make up a bed and all those 
things. They get to enjoy the 
time and most of them spend 
it quilting and meeting other 
quilters and going to work-
shops,” Deb declared.

The mission of Stitchin’ 
Heaven is simple. It is 
“Wow people. Have fun. Be 
happy.”

The actual Grand Open-
ing for Stitchin’ Heaven will 
be Feb. 13, 14, 15 with hun-
dreds of visitors and media 
from across North America 
expected to be in attendance.

Today the business has 
over 40,000 on their in-store 
mailing list and over 60,000 
registered internet friends 
and continues to grow on a 
daily basis. 

The future looks bright 
for Stitchin’ Heaven and the 
Luttrells which also includes 
Clay’s wife Rachel and their 
two children, three-year old 
Aspen and one-year old 
Beckham.

It’s time for Quitman to get 
ready because with Stitchin’ 
Heaven, things are going to 
start happening fast.

QUILTS From page 2
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The Alba-Golden Panthers 
have six players named to 
the District 19-3A D2 all dis-
trict football first team. They 
are offensive lineman Ja-
cob Dailey, fullback Austin 
Hartley and running back 
Jon Chadwick. On the de-
fensive first team are defen-
sive lineman Tim Mitchell 
and safety Jon Chadwick. 
Sophomore Michael Chad-
wick is Co-Newcomer of the 
Year and sophomore Blake 
Weissert is Utility Player 
of the Year. On the second 
team from Alba-Golden are 
Hayden Weissert, Shawn 
Gaskill and Ryan Jackson. 

Named honorable men-
tion are Blake Weissert, 

Jayden Green, Ethan Salinas, 
Dalton Arnold and Caleb 
Anderson.

From Quitman, Hunter 
Gilbreath was named sec-
ond team while Chris Cha-
baud, Trey Berry, River 
Chaney and Bryan Morris 
are honorable mention.

To be named to the Aca-
demic All District team, a 
student-athlete must main-
tain a 90 or above average. 
From Alba-Golden on the 
academic team are seniors 
Jacob Dailey, Jon Chadwick, 
Eathan Ferrer, Austin Hart-
ley, Tim Mitchell, Brayden 
Reynolds, Matt Rogers, Co-
rey Rush and Hayden Weis-
sert; juniors Caleb Anderson, 

Boedy Baker, Blake Douglas 
and Josh Watts; sophomores 
Micheal Gaskill, Shawn Gas-
kill, Nick Hallman, Thai Pe-
terson and Blake Weissert; 
and freshmen Glenn Hart-
ley, Donald McVay.

From Quitman on the Ac-
ademic All District team are 
seniors River Chaney, Ben 
Burroughs, Rylie Flanagan, 
Jaiven Anderson, Trey Berry 
and Hunter Huggins; and 
juniors Hunter Batchelder, 
Silvano Castillo, Hayden 
Cook, Sebastian Letterman, 
Cody Hawley, Ty Holland, 
Christian James, Jonathan 
Lacy, Wyatt McClanahan, 
Blake Morris and Bryan 
Morris.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

All facets of the Lady 
Jackets’ game were on point 
last Tuesday as Mineola 
defeated the visiting Mala-
koff Lady Tigers, 54-23.  A 
smothering press, excellent 
court awareness and beau-
tiful ball movement high-
lighted the win.

There was no standing 
around in the Lady Jacket 
2-3 zone defense. Despite 
giving up three inches in 
height per starter, the Lady 
Jackets sandwiched the 
much taller Malakoff play-
ers, denying them the ball 
all night.  

In a new wrinkle, Mineola 
used a 3/4-press in the first 
half, which confused and 
plagued the visiting side. 
In the second half the Lady 
Jackets unleashed their full 
court press and created 
a multitude of turnovers 
which cemented the win. 

Offensively, Coach Gib-
son’s squad ran like a top. 
The ball movement was 
spectacular to watch, and 
produced points at a steady 
rate.  The turnovers suffered 
by Mineola were large-
ly due to making one too 
many passes, not too few. 

The Lady Jackets ran 
up an 11-2 lead at the first 
quarter break. Five Lady 
Jackets scored in the first 
quarter. The Mineola dom-
inance also prevailed on 
the boards. Tiara Stephens, 

who had 10 rebounds on the 
night, made her presence 
felt and hauled down four 
rebounds in early action.

While Sabria Dean was 
dishing out assists, the 
Lady Jackets played relaxed 
and made their open shots. 
Mineola recorded seven 
3-pointers on the night.        

Coming out for the second 
half with a 27-12 advantage, 
the Lady Jackets turned up 
the heat. Malakoff whistled 
a time out after falling be-
hind by 23 points. What en-
sued on the Malakoff bench 
was a classic dressing down 
by the head coach to her 
team. 

The intervention was to 

no avail, as the Lady Jack-
ets simply continued their 
energized play. The Lady 
Jackets took a 42-19 lead 
into the fourth quarter and 
prevailed 54-23. 

After three consecutive 
road wins (Nov 19 at John 
Tyler, Nov. 25 at Texas 
High and Nov. 26 at Mount 
Vernon) the Lady Jackets 
showcased their 2019-20 
team last Tuesday. It was a 
precise effort played against 
a much-taller and very ath-
letic Malakoff side. With the 
district opener only days 
away, the Lady Jackets are 
primed for a great year.

Lady Jacket Sabria Dean drives the lane before dealing an assist to teammate 
Kelsey Brewington. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Mineola Lady Jack-
ets made a huge splash by 
defeating 4-A schools Lib-
erty-Eylau and Chapel Hill 
(Tyler) en route to the Con-
solation Championship at 
the Athens Invitational Dec. 
5-7.

While giving the Jackson-
ville Maidens all they want-
ed in the opening game of 

the tourney, Mineola fell 
in a close game 52-50. Af-
ter the initial set-back, the 
Lady Jackets stormed the 
Liberty-Eylau Lady Leop-
ards, 79-58, to get back on 
the winning track.

The convincing win lined 
them up for a 3-A match-
up against the Lady Tigers 
of Arp.  Coach Gibson’s 
charges prevailed 49-18 to 
advance to the consolation 
title game.

In the Saturday afternoon 
duel with 4-A Chapel Hill 
(Tyler) the Lady Jackets 
dominated. They turned in 
a 50-28 victory and claimed 
the consolation trophy. 

Based on the quality of 
teams regularly invited to 
the Athens Invitational, the 
Mineola faithful can draw 
nothing but positives from 
the stellar performance of 
the Lady Jackets in the tour-
nament.  

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

It was an inbound play 
from under the Mineola 
basket. With 16 seconds left 
on the clock, and the score 
tied at 45, the Yellowjack-
ets needed a score to stay 
in the tournament. Inbound 
plays are a source of pride 
in the Jacket basketball pro-
gram, and that pride is well-
placed. The pass went to the 
second man flashing into the 
lane. Kelby Bruner secured 
the pass and in one motion 
went up for an uncontested 
lay-in. 

Mineola held on through 
the last few seconds to se-
cure a 47-46 win over the 
Commerce Tigers. That play 
sent the Jackets forward to 
meet the Sabine Cardinals 
and a potential place in the 
consolation championship 
of the 53rd Jack Shellnutt In-
vitational in Edgewood. 

The win over Commerce 
was the product of over-
coming a significant deficit. 
The Jackets just couldn’t get 
in gear in the first half and 
trailed at the break 31-21. 
Despite an old-fashioned 
wake-up call from Coach 
Ryan Steadman, the Jackets 
did not change out of their 
concrete shoes until the sec-
ond half. 

With the defense awak-
ened following the break, 
the Jackets crept back into 
the game. Hard work on the 
boards by Dawson Pender-
grass and Wiley Franks and 
excellent guard play by Jo-
nah Fischer spearheaded the 
effort. A nice backdoor play 

pulled the Jackets within 
two points midway through 
the fourth quarter.  A Fischer 
drive tied the game at 42 and 
set up the finish. 

The Yellowjackets were 
coming off a thrilling 77-
76 loss at the hands of the 
Tigers of Clarksville. The 
Clarksville team can flat-out 
shoot the eyes out of the bas-
ket. Clarksville opened a 15 
point lead early and lived 
on speed and 3-point shoot-
ing. The Jackets again were 
forced to grind out a long 
comeback.

It took three quarters, but 
Mineola drew to within one 
point with 22 seconds to 
play. A confusing finish left 
the Jackets in the left-side 
bracket.

Fischer had a stand-out 
performance scoring 31 
points and produced key de-
fensive plays throughout the 
game. Bruner and Moreland 
each contributed 14 points.    

With one loss and one 
win, Mineola dispatched the 
Sabine Cardinals, 54-48, in 
their second game last Fri-
day. The workmanlike win 
over a strong Cardinal side 
sent the Jackets through to 
the consolation match-up 
against Quinlan-Ford.  

In their most complete 
game of the tourney, Mine-
ola took the consolation tro-
phy with a 46-40 overtime 
win against the Panthers. 
The game matched excel-
lent man-to-man defensive 
play by both sides and clean, 
hard basketball. The score 
was notched at 24 at the half.  
Moreland chalked up 13 
points in the first half to lead 

the Jackets. 
The Yellowjackets went 

cold in the third quarter, and 
Quinlan-Ford opened a 31-
24 lead. Pendergrass broke 
the drought with a basket in 
the final minute of the third 
quarter. Pendergrass was a 
rebounding force in the sec-
ond half and he tallied nine 
rebounds on the night.   

The fourth quarter effort 
to tie the game required the 
Yellowjackets to excel in all 
aspects of the game, and 
they did. Mineola demon-
strated a kind of commit-
ment which will be required 
to compete in district 12-3A. 
Fischer and Pendergrass 
both took hard charges in 
the final quarter. Bruner and 
Steward stepped up with 
big baskets, and defensively 
the Jackets overwhelmed the 
Panthers. 

Mineola had a chance to 
win the game at the buzzer, 
but Moreland’s shot was de-
flected and fell short. Bruner 
hit a short jumper from the 
lane to break the stalemate 
in overtime. He followed 
that up with a strong scor-
ing drive to give the Jackets 
a four-point lead. Fischer 
and Moreland closed out the 
win by hitting five of six free 
throw tries.  

The experience of facing 
four quality teams, each 
with specific strengths, over 
a short tournament and in a 
highly-charged competitive 
environment is what makes 
tournament high school 
hoops so amazing.  The Yel-
lowjackets have taken full 
advantage of this opportu-
nity.  

Three Wood County boys 
basketball programs will 
be on display beginning 
Thursday through Saturday 
at the Quitman Basketball 
Tournament at Ballard Me-
morial Gym and the high 
school gym.

Quitman will be joined by 
fellow county teams from 
Winnsboro and Alba-Gold-
en along with teams from 
Celeste, Union Hill, Har-
leton and Hooks.

All varsity games except 
Friday’s 10:30 a.m. Quitman 
vs. Harleton contest will 
take place at Ballard Gym 
each day. The Quitman vs. 
Harleton varsity game will 
be at the high school gym.  

The junior varsity games 
will be at the high school 
gym Thursday and Friday.  
All of the games, varsity 
and JV, will be at Ballard 
Gym Saturday.

Unlike a tournament with 
brackets, this tournament 
allows each team to get in 
four games in the three-day 
affair.

A tournament champion 
will be decided by three 
things: tournament record, 
head to head competition 
and point differential up to 
25 points.

Quitman varsity will open 
tournament play Thursday 
against Union Hill at 6 p.m. 
Quitman plays the Har-

leton game at 10:30 a.m. at 
the high school Friday and 
moves to Ballard Memori-
al Gym for a 6 p.m. game 
against Celeste. The Bull-
dogs will finish the tourna-
ment with the final game at 
6 p.m. Saturday at Ballard 
against Hooks. 

Alba-Golden will play a 
1:30 p.m. Thursday game 
against Union Hill before 
they take on Winnsboro at 
Ballard Gym at 4:30 p.m. 
The Panthers will take on 
Celeste Friday at 1:30 p.m. 
and finish the tournament 
Saturday at 12:30 p.m. 
against Hooks.

All-district 19-3A football honors announcedMineola too 
much for 
Malakoff

Last-second win aids Mineola effort

Quitman hosting two neighbors in tournament

Lady Jackets earn consolation at Athens

T.J. Moreland, right, of Mineola presses the ball in tourney play against Commerce. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)
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P.O. Box 1145
Quitman, Texas 75783
Office: 903-569-9181

The Hainesville
Volunteer Fire
Department would
like to thank these
local merchants and
citizens for their
continued support.
They support local endeavors
and are the foundation of
their communities.
Please spend your money
locally and support these
fine merchants.

Ace Hardware
Amy Hooten

Army / Navy Store
Big Country Farm Center

Crystal Whorton
Dealers Electric
Double H Packing
Dow Autoplex
Duffy Sinclair

Eagle Auto Parts
East Texas Ammo

G&S Sales
Hawkins Auto & Farm Supply
Hometown Trophy & Tees

Jan Peek
Jeff & Lou Slaymaker

Jesse Rasor
John's Tire
Karl Foerster
Mineola Pack

Pine Mills Pottery

Potts Feed
S&L Furniture
Sandra Corder

Sears
Slade Weaver

Terri's Nail Salon
Tractor Supply

Trey Huff
True Value

United Ag & Turf
Wood County Gas

Have a Merry Christmas
&

a Safe New Year

60$
annual

EMS Membership

Easy enrollment!
• Online at UTHealthEastTexas.com/EMSmembership.

• Call 800-642-JOIN (5646) to sign up.

• Enroll using a QR scanner on your mobile device.

Scan this code
to enroll on
your mobile
device.

If you have an emergency and need an ambulance, your 

UT Health East Texas EMS Membership pays for any portion 

of the charges not covered by insurance or Medicare.

Benefits of EMS Membership

• Immediate protection for you and your household

• Full coverage for members with insurance on all emergency and 
non-emergency transports

• 50% of regular charges for members without insurance

JOIN TODAY!Enrollment 
ending soon.

60$
annual

EMS Membership

Easy enrollment!
• Online at UTHealthEastTexas.com/EMSmembership.

• Call 800-642-JOIN (5646) to sign up.

• Enroll using a QR scanner on your mobile device.

Scan this code
to enroll on
your mobile
device.

If you have an emergency and need an ambulance, your 

UT Health East Texas EMS Membership pays for any portion 

of the charges not covered by insurance or Medicare.

Benefits of EMS Membership

• Immediate protection for you and your household

• Full coverage for members with insurance on all emergency and 
non-emergency transports

• 50% of regular charges for members without insurance

JOIN TODAY!Enrollment 
ending soon.

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS
SERVED

YOUR HOMETOWN BANK
A BRANCH OF FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF GILMER • FNBGILMER.COM

4523 FM 515 • Emory,TX 75440
903-474-8044

Friday, the 13th of December

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Bulldogs 
went west to Lipan to take 
on some of the top basket-
ball schools in the state. In 
their four games, three op-
ponents were state-ranked. 
Quitman took on fellow 
Class 3A team Millsap be-
fore tangling with Class A 
defending state champion 
and current number one 
team in the state Slidell, 
followed by playing 13th 
ranked Lipan and 21st 
ranked Saltillo.

After a close first half, the 
Quitman Bulldogs used a 
tough defense and an ex-
plosive offense to pull away 
from Millsap in an 82-56 vic-
tory in the opening round. 
The rest of the tournament 

the Bulldogs had some 
good moments, but they 
lost their final three games 
to last year’s state champion 
Slidell 59-36.

Quitman led only 39-38 at 
intermission before outscor-
ing Millsap 43-20 in the sec-
ond half. Jace Reid led Quit-
man with 37 points while 
hauling in eight rebounds 
and capturing six steals. 
The talented senior hit on 
five of nine three-point at-
tempts.

Also scoring in double fig-
ures was Trey Berry with 15 
and Aiden Corrior with 12. 
Berry also had eight assists 
while Corrior pulled down 
six rebounds and handed 
out four assists. Rylie Fla-
nagan added eight points 
and brought down six re-
bounds. Ben Burroughs 
had four rebounds and 
three points. Cody Haw-
ley and Hayden Cook each 
scored two points with Riv-
er Chaney and Ty Holland 
each netting one free throw. 

“We didn’t defend as well 
as we could the first half, 
but we came out in the sec-
ond half and defended very 
well. Everyone suited up 
for the game scored,” Head 

Coach Jim Reid said.
In the second game 

against Slidell, Quitman fell 
behind 29-17 at the half and 
lost 59-36. Reid led the way 
with 16 points along with 
eight steals followed by Ber-
ry with nine, Flanagan six 
and Corrior five. Flanagan 
added six rebounds.

On Friday, Quitman fell 
behind Timpson 22-15 at 
intermission and was down 
34-28 going into the final 
quarter. Reid again led the 
scoring with 24 points and 
had seven rebounds along 
with four steals followed by 
Berry with nine points and 
three steals.

In their final game on 
Saturday, after falling be-
hind 16-7 in the first quarter 
against Saltillo, the Bull-
dogs played the Lions on 
even terms in the 54-48 loss. 
Quitman was down at the 
half 30-17 but came back 
to take a 31-24 second half 
surge.

Reid had 24 points and 10 
rebounds against the Lions 
with Berry again adding 
nine points with four steals. 
Corrior and Flanagan each 
had six points with Bur-
roughs hitting three.

The Bulldogs are at home 
this week hosting the Quit-
man Tournament begin-
ning Thursday and ending 
Saturday.

The Quitman Bulldogs 
steamrolled past Cumby, 
ripping the Trojans 88-
26 last Tuesday at Ballard 
Gym. The Bulldogs raced to 
a 28-7 first quarter lead and 
never looked back. 

Quitman was led by an 
outstanding performance 
from senior Jace Reid who 
netted 33 points without 

playing in the final quarter. 
Trey Berry added 18 points 
and Rylie Flanagan had his 
best outing of the year with 
17 points and numerous re-
bounds. Aiden Corrior con-
nected for 13 points to give 
the Bulldogs four starters in 
double figures. 

Quitman led 3-2 just a 
minute into the game and 

then the Bulldog press 
forced the Trojans into 10 
first quarter turnovers. Reid 
scored 17 points includ-
ing three treys in the first 
quarter. Quitman had six 
three-pointers in that first 
period leading to the 28-7 
margin.

In the second quarter, the 
steady play of Corrior’s 

ball handling and pinpoint 
passing led the way. Reid 
had nine for the quarter 
with Corrior adding six, 
Flanagan five and Berry 
four to take a 52-19 lead to 
the lockers at the half.

In the third quarter, Berry 
harassed Cumby with good 
defense leading to several 
steals and easy buckets for 

the Bulldogs. Berry also hit 
a pair of 15-foot jump shots 
from the right side baseline 
area. The Bulldogs had a 70-
20 lead going into the fourth 
quarter.

In the final quarter Flana-
gan dominated in the paint 
scoring six straight points 
to give the Bulldogs an 82-
22 cushion. River Chaney 

followed with a big triple 
while Ford Tannebaum 
made a bucket and Ty Hol-
land made a free throw to 
round out the 88-26 win.

The Bulldogs will be at 
home this weekend hosting 
the annual Quitman Varsi-
ty Tournament Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday after 
hosting Big Sandy Tuesday.

Bulldogs have little trouble in victory over Cumby

Quitman Bulldog Jace Reid connects on two of his 33 points in last week’s 88-26 win over Cumby as teammates Aiden 
Corrior (14) and Cody Hawley (12) prepare to rebound. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Quitman faces stern test in Lipan tourney
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Care you trust – close to home 
Family Medicine

ChristusTrinityClinic.org
19-2919

844.606.DOCS

James Dee Dopson, M.D.
Quitman

Jamie Johnson, FNP-C
Mineola

Roel Flores, D.O.
Mineola  
El habla español

Suzanne Terrell, FNP 
Quitman

Jeffrey Yarbrough, FNP
Mineola

Linda Shelton, FNP 
Quitman

Kyle Gully, M.D.
Mineola

Amarina O’Byrne, FNP 
Mineola

Kristal Spencer, FNP 
Quitman

Weekdays 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturdays 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

New expanded 
hours for you. 

1220 N. Pacific St. • Mineola, TX 75773
903-569-6124 • UTHealthEastTexasDoctors.com

UT Health East Texas Physicians in Mineola

By SAM MAJOR
photos@wood.cm

The Alba-Golden Lady 
Panthers clawed out a sol-
id victory last Tuesday, 42-
35 over the Scurry-Rosser 
Lady Cats.

The Lady Panthers yield-
ed the lead only at 26-27 in 
the third quarter and 32-
33 in the fourth, holding a 
slight of edge throughout 
the game.

Alba-Golden struggled, 
“getting open in the begin-
ning, running our normal 
offense…it was hard be-
cause they were stopping 
it really easily,” said Bel-
la Crawford, their leading 
scorer.

With some good half-
time adjustments, the court 
began to open up. Coach 

Eric Boettcher threw sever-
al defensive looks at them, 
switching up pressure 
seemingly every time down 
the floor, a new addition to 
the Alba-Golden scheme.

“I thought we adjusted 
well,” said Crawford. “It 
stopped them up…and it 
really allowed us to get 
more open.”

The margin over Scur-
ry-Rosser remained slim 
until Crawford got two key 
buckets late in the game and 
Cacie Lennon went three-
of-four from the free throw 
line to widen the gap.

Kallie Wright visited the 
charity stripe six times, get-
ting fouled repeatedly driv-
ing to the bucket, helping 
Alba-Golden get into the 
bonus in both halves.

The more disciplined 

Lady Panther defense was 
whistled only five times per 
half.

Crawford’s point total 
was 15, Lennon went 6-of-7 
from the line with 10 points, 
Kallie Wright scored eight, 
Hannah Wright had seven 
and Crimson Bryant two.

Hannah Wright (42) of Alba-Golden saves the ball from going out of bounds, indicative of her hustle and athleticism 
in the game against Scurry-Rosser. (Monitor photos by Sam Major)

A-G Lady Panthers edge Scurry-Rosser

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Alba-Golden Lady 
Panthers’ Nov. 25 win over 
All Saints was a pretty nor-
mal basketball game be-
tween two young teams. 
The Lady Panthers pre-
vailed 47-35 to earn their 
fourth win of the early sea-
son. Unbeknownst to but 
a few, the win was also 
the 700th career girls high 
school coaching victory for 
new Alba-Golden Head 
Coach Eric Boettcher. 

Alba-Golden is Boettch-
er’s latest stop in a long 
history of coaching success.  
From small schools in the 
Panhandle (Bushland, Strat-
ford), North Texas (Henri-
etta, Henrietta Midway, 
Krum), to the Hill Country 
(Marble Falls), to Houston’s 
Second Baptist and Lake 
Country Christian School 
of Fort Worth, Boettcher has 
built and sustained cham-
pionship-caliber girls bas-
ketball programs across the 
state. 

Along the way he achieved 
the ultimate prize, a state 
4A-TAPPS championship 
in 2018 while leading Lake 
Country Christian.

Boettcher attempts to min-
imize his record, “There are 
no magic x’s and o’s,” he 
stated. “No formula, just 

hard work.” When pressed 
for his methodology, he ex-
plained, “There are three 
fundamentals I try to fol-
low: 1) make the game fun, 
2) build camaraderie, and 3) 
find the right champions.” 

It is finding the right 
champions which is the 
most difficult. “They are not 
always your best athlete,” 
he explained. Boettcher said 
the right champions must 
have the intangibles which 
can prevail in the most try-
ing circumstances.  

Coming out of his second 
retirement to lead the Lady 
Panthers basketball and 
track programs, Boettcher 
felt an immediate connec-

tion to the school and the 
community.  “I was im-
pressed by the school,” he 
said, “and the girls on the 
team are meeting the chal-
lenges of competition every 
day.”

Boettcher is fielding a 
young and inexperienced 
team this season; howev-
er he is pleased at the level 
of communication between 
the players and coaching 
staff.  Boettcher summa-
rized: “Hanna Wright and 
Kallie Wright are develop-
ing rapidly in their roles as 
strong post players, Bella 
Crawford has stepped up 
as our leading scorer, while 
Cacie Lennon is ably direct-
ing the offense and Crim-
son Bryant is leading our 
rebounders.”    

The youth and inexperi-
ence will curb expectations 
a bit this year, Boettcher ad-
mits, but will make for an 
exciting future.

From the small family 
farm of his youth in Conway 
Springs, Kan. to Alba-Gold-
en, Boettcher has always 
been guided by the calling 
to be a positive Christian 
influence on the young peo-
ple he has the honor to teach 
and coach. He and his wife, 
Becky, a retired elementary 
school teacher, are already 
fully engaged in the school 
and community.

Boettcher notches 700th 
win leading Alba-Golden

Coach Eric Boettcher

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Mineola’s 64-51 victory 
over visiting Trinity Acade-
my Dec. 3 was three games 
in one. The first game 
spanned the first quarter 
and extended three min-
utes into the second period. 
Fluid scoring by both sides 
marked this action, and it 
ended with 5:16 on the clock 
left in the first half and the 
score tied at 19. 

The second phase was a 
19-5 run by the Yellowjack-
ets which put them up by 
14 points at the half. A pair 
of outstanding assists, one 
by T.J. Moreland and one 
by Kaleb Griffin, featured 
in this action. Kelby Bruner, 
Jonah Fischer and De’Vante 
Stephens joined Griffin on 
the scoresheet during the 
run.

The second half was a 
game of wild, end-to-end 
action. Mineola opened 
up as much as a 22-point 
lead in the third quarter, 
as their defensive pressure 
created scoring opportu-
nities aplenty. The game 
degenerated however into 
something akin to a bicycle 
heading downhill when the 
chain comes off the sprock-

et. 
The crazy action contin-

ued in the fourth period 
with more turnovers than 
points well-into the fourth. 
The final four minutes of 
play saw scoring at will 
by both sides as the game 
seemed to careen out of 
control. 

In the end, Mineola per-

severed and won a well-de-
served victory.  As the Jack-
ets fine-tune their line-up 
and tactics before their dis-
trict opener Jan. 3 at Rains, 
one thing is certain. If the 
Jackets can continue to 
count on their press to turn 
game momentum, there is 
no limit on where the sea-
son could take them.

Yellowjacket junior Aidan Steward drives the baseline in action against Trini-
ty. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Yellowjackets roll past Trinity Academy 

1st place:
Robert Linker, Gary 

Odem, Loy Frazier, Jerry 
Herd

2nd place:

Bill Lochow, F.G. Hardy, 
John Tanner

3rd. place:
Mike Graham, Scott Sny-

der, Bill Stone, Jim Wray

Closest to the pin:
#5: Elroy Doggett
#9: Moe Jarvis
#18: Gary Odem

Mineola Country Club Thursday senior scramble

Leading scorer Bella Crawford.


